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ffls Majesty King P nee du Is received 
Saddam Hu aa ria (Ptfra wfrepfaoto) 


Us stM 


Friday 


King in Iraq for talks, to 
attend Army Day events 


Warns Israel against attack on installations 

Iraqi leader offers plan 
to revive talks with Iran 



-«Fres - He suggested that “direct Tehran refused to (fiscess a 




BAGHDAD {Agendas) — His 
Majesty King Hussein arrived 
here Friday for talks with Iraqi 


Jordan and Iraq ate memb er s 


bit 


feefe 

far 
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attend Iraq's Army Day celebra- 
tions. 

The King, wbo'xs accornpaxned 
by a high-ranking delegation, in- 
cluding Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran, Political Advisor Adnan 
Abu Odeh and General Fathx 
Abu Taieb, army chief of staff, 
wifl discuss the latest develop- 
ments in the Arab and interna- 
tional scenes and bilateral rela- 
tions, the Jordan News Agency, 
Petra, said.. 

The monarch, welcomed at the 
airport by President Hussein, is 
on a two-day visit toUaghriari as 
Ira j| celebrates jtfus ' 
anmversary of tiK; foond^tiob 
its army. J : . . 


(ACC), a four-country grouping 
that also include Egypt aid North 
Yemen. The ACC was farmed 


fend the whole Arab Nation. 

The King noted the achieve- 
ments made by the Iraqi army cm 
behalf of the whole Arab Nation 
and noke highly ofits military 


(he King on arrival as saying be 



cturing capabilities. 

King Hussein congratulated 
Iraq on the occasion oftbe Army 
which, he said coincided 
the beginning of a new do* 



potentials towards development 
and over-ad cons tru ction m va- 


He uidhe was extremely hap- 
py to visit Baghdad to share with 
the Iraqi people and army their 
edebrarioos of the Iraqi Army 
Day. 




deuce m the 


to de- 


The King was accorded a grand 
reception headed by President 
Hussein and attended by Iraqi 
Vice-President Taha MohieddSne 
Maaronf, First Deputy Premier 
Taha Yassin Ramadan, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister Tarea Aziz, Cabinet 
ministers, members of the Iraqi 
Re v o lu tionary Command Conn- 
ed awl sepfor^ottlaojOT embassy 
officials. 
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Palestinians say travel ban 
dampens hopes for peace 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel has barred 
Faisal Hosseini and other prom- 
inent Palestinians from travelling 
abroad in a tigh tening of restric- 
tions on suspected leaders of the 
Palestinian uprising. 

Israel banned Hosseini Thurs- 
day from foreign travel for three 
months, days after other promin- 
ent figures were stopped from 
going to ' Jordan, Palestinians 


to 


‘This is a wide campaign 
prevent Palestinians from making 
their voices heard by the world,” 
said Hussetni, desorbed by many 
Israels as the most senior Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) figure in the occupied 
be* ■ territories. 

lodF ’ SariNusseibeb, named in court 
er afcfr “ 
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of tbc uprising in the occupied 
West and Gaza Strip, was 
turned bade from the border 
Wednesday virile on bis way to 
Jordan. 

Nablus hncTWMBcmati gy iri Ka- 
naan and S&rirer Seed, bead of 
the General Federation of Trade 
Unions in the West Bank, were 
stopped from gang to Jordan 
Tuesday. 

Hosseini, Nusscibch and Ka- 
naan are oooadersd central fi- 
gures in any Palestinian delega- 
tion to negotiations with Israel. 

Four other trade union offi- 
cials, also from Arab Jerusalem, 
were banned from travelling 
abroad for one month, Palesti- 
nian and Israeli s o m c es said. 

The trawl ban de li v e red to 


Hussein's Anb Jerusalem home 
by secret service officers Thurs- 
day said Israel’s “security” would 
be banned if the Palestinian lead- 
er travelled abroad. 

The new curbs could hamper 
eff orts to hold an l&raeli-P&lesti- 
oian meeting in Cairo to discuss 
elections in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. 

Aftbogh no date bad been set 
for the meeting, part of a U.$. 

accepted conditionally 



Egypt and Israel, State De- 
partment officials say pr o gre ss 
had been made. 

Hnsseini said growing pressure 
on Israel to accept the PLO in 
negotiations baa upset Israeli 
leaders. “It seems they feel the 
ground is shaking under their 
feet,” he said. 


Tibi urges Labour to quit 
Likud coalition government 


S 


be- 
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KUWAIT (Agencies) — Ahmad 
Tibi, an' Isradi-Arab physician 
who reportedly mediated be- 
tween' an Israeli cabinet member 
and the Palestine Liberation 

Organisation (FLO), says the 
Labour Pasty should withdraw 
from Israel's coalition govern- 
ment to give peace a chance, the 
newspaper Al An baa reported 
Friday. 

Tibi said in an interview no 
4 Arab-Israeti peace could be 
T adricved as long as the part- 


after Shamir announced be was 
sacking Weizman from the 
cabinet for cootacti 
violation of Israeli 



the PLO in 


Ubi said: “There vriH.be no 
delegation if it is not formed by 
the PLO from Palestinians inside 
and outside the (occupied) tern- 
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nexsbip exists between the ngfit- 

wmg ukndhtoc of Prime Mine- 
ter Yitzhak Shamir and Shimon 
Peres* Labour Party. 

“If the Labour Party quits the 
there wd be a real 



i opposition in support of 
.The quest .of peace will be 
the loscr as long as Labour re- 
mains in ;, the spvecnrncnt,”^ he 
said. ' 

. .“Sfesmir will not be able to 
-resist the spate of change that is 
, taking the world by storm. When 
-Z-- bedscem this, be willfrave two 
t^kfflK rifeer to change his atti- 
rflj' ti^orqtmpolmcs/’ Tibi added, 
ijfi Israeli Science Minister Ezer 
’^i j$. Wrizman.faad contacted Tibi in 
\o^‘. . Turns' *6 relay messages to the 

>(£ PLO leadOBhq). 

ijj ..The action sparked a govern- 

\tp # meat cxcusm IstmI la^ wwkend 

■ * ■ ■ 
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from tire coalition if Shamir did 
not reinstate Weizman. The crisis 
was settled when Shamir .with- 
drew bis dismissal order tat ex- 
cluded Weizman from the inner 
cabinet which drafts strategy. 

Tibi told Al Antes: “We axe 

Palestinian rjtminn. fo Israel and 
thus we tare a special role to play 
in p r e s suri ng the Israeli public 
opinion and periitiaans to accept 
the principle of negotiations with 
fire PLO, the right of sefrdeter- 
orination of the Palestinian peo- 
ple and the setting up of an 
independent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as Hs capital.” 

Tibi was imerviewed in Am- 
man, where he was on a private 
visit following the death of his 
unde, A3 Anbaa said. 

Egyptian and Israeli foreign 
mfn«ters were expected to meet 
m Washington later this month to 
discuss a Palcstinian-Israeli dia- 



of State 

Shamir has rejected PLO parti- 

ttfon in the efiafogue, and the 
has insisted that it choose 
the team to the proposed 
meeting. 



He conceded having been in 
touch with Weizman. But be re- 
fused to say who took fire initia- 
tive and deplored the reported 
moni t orin g of his telephone con- 
versations with Weizman, at Sha- 

nrix's instruction. 

“I am not astonished at Sa- 
mir's practices, but be should 
know that neither monitoring nor 

bugging will prevent sincere 
forces from completing their 
peace efforts,” Tibi said. 

Palestinians say Shamir's 
a tt em pt to show bis opposition to 
talks with the PLO may have 
backfired and enhanced the 
group’s status as a future peace 
partner. 

“What actually had happened 
is a step towards normalisation of 
relations between the PLO and 
Israel,” Hanna Simon, editor of 
tte nationalist Palestinian Al Fajr 
newspaper, said. 

“Perhaps Shamir wanted to 
underline his strong opposition to 
talks with the PLO. But I would 
say* die whole fiasoo has opened 
the door for a future dialogue 
tire FIX),” Simon said. 


Saddam Hussein proposed 
a three-point plan for reviving 

negotiations with 
Iran Friday, calling for direct 
meetings in Tehran and Baghdad 
and an unconditional release of 
. ailing and disabled prisoners. 

Hussein also hailed iris coun- 
try’s advanced arms industry, and 
warned Israel against attacking 
Iraqi scientific or military installa- 
tions after the r ecent launch of 
long-range missiles and a rocket 
reportedly capable of putting a 
satellite in space. 

The Iraqi president spoke in a 
30-minute address aired live by 
the radio and television to mark 
the 69th anniversary of the crea- 
tion of tire Iraqi army. 

He said: “We are seeking to 
open a new door for a dignified 
peace with Iran ” 


of both leaderships be held alter- 
nately in Tehran and 
under the auspices of the secre- 
tariat-general of the United Na- 
tions. 

“The direct dialogue will aim at 
reaching a common understand- 
ing of the clauses of (U.N. Secur- 
ity Council) Resolution 598 and 
fix a timetable for its implementa- 
tion... provided that the rafts are 
completed within a period not 
exceeding three months." 

Resolution 598 was adopted by 
the Security Council in July 19S7. 
A year Later, the two sides agreed 
to it and a ceasefire finally hatred 
eight years of hostilities on Aug. 
20. 1988. 

But peace talks launched under 
U.N. sponsorship after tire truce 
were quickly deadlocked. 


before Iraq withdraws 
from lands it occupied before tbc 
ceasefire, and Baghdad insisted 
on working out a new border 
demarcation accord that gives it 
total sovereignty over Shatt Al 
Arab waterway. 

Under a pre-war accord, the 
border between the two countries 
ran down tire middle of Shatt Al 
Arab, a confluence of the Great 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers which 
forms Iraq's sole outlet to the 
Gulf. 

Iran claims Iraq bolds 2,663 
square kilometres of its territory. 
But U.N. e a pe i t s say the Iraqis 
occupy only 1,000 square 
kilometres. 

As a second step towards reviv- 
ing the stalled peace talks, Hus- 
sein proposed “an wwi*i«fc>ie ex- 
change of all wounded and sick 


prisoners of war (PoWs) under 
the supervision of tire Interna- 
tional Committee of the Red 
Cross (ICRC)." 

That, be said, would be fol- 
lowed by the release of tire 
longest-held FoWs, mainly those 
captured in the early stages of the 
Iran-Iraq war that broke out in 


Sejrtember 1980. 


also called for registering 
thousands of prisoners who have 
not been included in lists pro- 
vided to the ICRC. The Red 
Gross has registered 50,182 pris- 
oners held by Iran and 19,284 in 
Iraqi camps. But U.N. officials 
and diplomats say there are at 
least 100,000 PoWs held by both 



Tire Red Cross mediated an 
agreement to repatriate the ailing 
and crippled PoWs immediately 
after the ceasefire. But the accord 


broke down after the release of 
only 400 prisoners with both sides 
accusing each other of falsifying 
the number of captives who were 
seeking asylum. 

The ICRC estimates 2,000 ail- 
ing or disabled PoWs are still held 
by both sides. 

The Iraqi leader also sug- 
gested, ‘in order to underscore 

(C ombine d oo page 3) 


Hrawf 
sets up 
base In 

i 

Beirut 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi, trying to con- 
solidate his power over divided 
Lebanon* moved his base on Fri- 
day to west Beirut where his 
predecessor was assassinated. 

Hrawi, elected Nov. 24 two 
’days * aftek Prbsidenr Rene' 
Muawad was killed, could not 
rule from the presidential palace 
at Baabda in the eastern sector of 
the capital because it is occu p ied 
by defiant Christian General 
Michel Aoun. 

Official sauces said HrawTs 


previous offices in an army bar- 
racks 50 kilometres east of 
Beirut, were not practical be- 
cause ministers, diplomats and 
visitors found it difficult to get 


The new residence, previously 
used by Muawad, is some 100 
metres frcun the headquarters of 
some 


Hundreds of Lebanese and Sy- 
rian troops guarded the residence 
and dosed nods leading to the 
house with cement blocks. Sharp 
shooters took up position around 
the buQding. 

Muawad was killed when a big 
explosion' ripped through his 
motorcade. 

Muawad tad used the same 
apartment, donated by Saudi 
Arabian badness tycoon Rafi 
Hariri, as a residence. But he had 
set up office at tire Prime Minis- 
try, a 10-minute drive away. 

He was being dri ve n home 
from tire Prime Ministry when a 
remote-controlled carbomb ex- 
plosion ripped through the 
motorcade WKng him and 23 
other people. 

“The president will not ldtve 
foe building unless on foreign 
trips,” a government sources said 
on Hrawi. He spokepn condition 
of anonymity, wc want to avoid 
risks.” - 

Meanwhile, Syria's chief ally in 
Lebanon, Drnze leader Walid 
Junblatt, chanted in an interview 
published Friday that millions of 
dollars stashed by Aoun in 
French banks had come from tire 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO). 

He said die money was a first 
payment to help arrange for an 
anxiliary homeland for the 
Palestinians in South Lebanon. 

Junblatt told the newspaper Al 
Nahar that the recant deployment 

of PLO fighters in IqlimAlTufah 

was part of tire “conspiracy to 
rehabilitate the Palestinians in 
Lebanon.” 

Junblatt was referring to a 300- 
strong guerrilla force from the 
mainstream Jfateh. faction that 
deployed on Xqjtinn Al Thfah’s 
strategic hamade MU Wednesday 
in and to disengage the warring 
■ Areal and Hbho&ah militias. 

The Paris weekly Le Canard 
Endurim published in its latest 
issue a reproduction of a bank 
statement showing two dollar 
accounts in Aram's name at the 
Banqtre Nationale de Paris, one 
with $500,000, the other with 
$14.7 million. 


Amai, Hizbollah 


resume 

BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rival 
Shi'ite militias renewed battles in 
South Lebanon Friday while 
wrangling over terms for a cease- 
fire to halt 14 days of fighting. 

Gunmen of the pro-Iranian 
Hizbollah and the Syrian-backed 
A mal fought with mortars, rock- 
ets and heavy raadrinegons near 
Kfar Hata village in Iqlim Al 
Tufah District, 40 kilometres 
south of Beirut, security sources 



Hizbollah to withdraw from five 
villages, captured from Amai 
since the latest conflict erupted 
Dec. 23, and accept a ceasefire 
call by Iran’s sup re me leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
Tuesday. . 

Hizbollah Secretary-General 
Sheikh Soubhi Toufaili said it was 
ready to poll back only if Amai 
imptementd a peace agreement 
reached last January between the 
two militias. 

Hizbollah accused Amai of not 


abiding by the pact, sponsored by 
Iran and Syria after earlier fight- 
ing for control of the region north 
of Israel's self-declared South 
Lebanon “security zone.” 

“We can’t withdraw before the 
agreement is respected because 
we don’t trust Amai,” said 
Toufaifi. 

Hizbollah, dedicated to fight- 
ing Israel, seeks bases in the area 
to launch guerrilla attacks on tire 
Zionist state and its “security 
zone." 

Khamenei had strongly conde- 
mned the battles between tire two 
militias, rivals for leadership ova 
Lebanon's 1.5 millio n Shfites. 

Security somces said four peo- 
ple were wonded in Friday’s 
fighting, raising the toll to at least 
72 killed and about 260 wounded. 
Thousands of villagers have fled 
their homes. 

Hizbollah denounced the de- 
ployment of 300 guerrillas loyal 
to Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) leader Yasser Arafat 


Refugee eludes 
Iranian tanker 

MADRID (AP) — A crippled 90 per cent of the huge oil slick 
Iranian tanlrw Friday threatened left behind by the ship that had 
to become a modern-day flying threatened fisheries and resorts 
Dutchman, as fearful authorities on the Moroccan coas t , experts 
in three countries refused to grant said. 

it safe haven to transfer its re- The French interministerial 
mainin g cargo of crude to a mission on the sea said it had 
second vessel. lifted “all states of pre-alert” 

At a weekly cabinet meeting after information from French 
Friday, the Spanish government experts indicated “the risk of 
confirmed an earlier decision by massive pollution (from the slick) 
an international crisis co mmi ttee has disappeared.” 
to deny a request to tow the The Khark 5 spilled 19 milli on 
560-metre Khark 5 to sheltered gallons (70,000 tons) of Iranian 
waters off tire southern coast of light crude into the ocean after an 
Tenerife in tire Canary Islands, a explosion ripped open its hull and 
merchant marine, official said. forced lire crew to abandon the 
Eduardo Cruz, deputy director skip ^ about 645 kilometres 


general for maritime safety and 
poflutipn control, said the con- 
firmation meant the Khark-5 
could not enter Spain’s 200-mile 
economic zone around the Canar- 
ies archipelago “in its current 
condition.” 

Meanwhile, warm waters, high 
seas and anti-pollution teams 
combined to diverse more than 


north of Las Palmas. 

G re en peace and other environ- 
mental organisations faiiwi on 
Spain to accept the tanker in its 
waters to avert the possibility of 
further contamination. 

A Portuguese navy patrol boat 
was in radio contact with the 
Khark 5 as it headed away from 
the island of Madeira. 




Lively fireworks expected in 
Lower House debate on budget 


By P.V. Vfeefcanand 

Jordan Times staff writer 

m 

AMMAN — While most eco- 
nomists agree that the 1990 
fiscal budget drafted by the 
gov ernm ent and scheduled to 
be explained to the Lower 
House of Parliament Saturday 
is tire best under the circumst- 
ances, observers expect a lively 
House debate tat with limited 
political intensity. 

‘T will present the budget, 
and try to review the economic 
perferannee of the country in 
the past year and to make 
projections for 1990,” said FS- 


wages 
and ex 


exports, stabilisation of the 
dinar's exchange rate, and 
floating of prices. “But, nnfike 
last week’s vote of confidence 
session, the debate would be 
much lesser in political intensi- 
ty.” he nredicted. 

^The JDLlMWffion budget, 
with a forecast deficit of JD 199 
million, is slightly higher than 
the Kingdom’s 1989 budget, but 
proposes real spending reduc- 
tions in dollar terms by 20 per 
cent and suspend public sector 


come up with a entire ec on omic 
package to suit tire country.” 
Hjs Majesty King Hussein, in 
a post-election press confer- 
ence, has reaffirmed that Jor- 
dan would remain solidly corn- 


pledged 
had air 


who drafted the budget and is 
scheduled to address tire House 
Saturday. 

“We do not expect much” in 
tire way of any major changes in 
tire budget, said Jardaneh. “We 
(the government) believes that 
tire draft budget is the best 
anybody come up with under 
the rircnmstances,” the minis- 
ter told the Jordan Times in an 
interview Friday evening. 

At least two other leading 
economic analysts agree. “Con- 
sidering everything, the budget 

fits in with Jordan’s present 
economic situation, said 
Jawad Al AnanL “However, I 
doubt whether the government 
would be able to make good its 
projections of domestic re- 
venues,” he added. 

The budget forecasts a 17 per 
cent rise in domestic income to 
JD 694 mfllioa in 1990 com- 
pared with last year. The rise is 
most expected through already 
announced hikes in income tax, 
customs duties and postal and 
phone services. 

Faked Fanek, also sounding 
a positive note, said he ex- 
pected interesting debate on 
various stipulations of the 
budget, including subsidies. 


Jardaneh has said the budget 
compatible with the King- 
dom’s five-year economic 
struct ur al adjustment program- 
me agreed with the Internation- 
al Monetary Fond (IMF) last 
year. He also noted that the 
budget deficit was reduced to 

16.5 per cent of the gross 
domestic product compared 
with 24 per cent in 1988 and 

20.5 per cent in 1989 in fine 
with the IMF stipulation that 
the Kingdo m’s budget deficit 
should be t rimm ed over the 


with Arab and foreign govi 
meats as well as other institu- 
tions and organisations. 

By law. Parliament Is sup- 
posed to complete debate on 
fiscal budgets and approve 
them, after amendments if It 
finds the need for any, before 
Dec. 31. The 1990 budget was 



a years. 

Most of the stipulations of 
the IMF agreement have been 
made public by the govern- 
ment But some observers ex- 
pected deputies to insist that 
the government explain all the 
terms of tbc agreement with tire 
IMF. “This trill be an exercise 
to assert the authority of the 
Lower House by demanding 

that the entire issue be put 
before the deputies and arrive 
at a decision based on ‘what is 
good for the country and what 
is not*,” said an observer. 

He was referring . to calls 
made for eancefimg the accord 
with the IMF by many left- 
leaning deputies during their 
election ca m p aign . “But I do 
not think any such move is a 
possibility, since no-one can 


Zeid Ben Shaker and 
presented to the House on Dec. 
I, with enough time for de- 
puties to debate it. 

However, the late formation 
of the government of Mudar 
Badran and the delayed vote of 
confidence session deferred tire 
House debate on tire issue, thus 
leaving a vacuum in govern- 
ment spending. 

The government, however, 
issued an order Jan. 1 ordering 
a monthly budget for January, 
equivalent to care-twelfth of the 

* 1989 budget 

The Lower House is sup- 
posed to complete debate on 
the 1990 draft budget and 
approve it after amendments if 
necessary in 15 days from 
Saturday. But, initial study 
would be conducted by tire 20- 
member House finannal com- 
mittee which will make 
observations and suggest 
amendments before presenting 
it to the full House for open 
debate. 

Several members of the com- 
mittee, which includes at least 
two known leftist deputies, de- 
clined specific comment when 
contacted by the Jordan Times 
Friday. 

“Let us hear what the minis- 


ter has to say,” commented one 
of them. 

Analyst Anani, noting that 
Prime Minister Badran had 
that the government 
already allocated JD 60 
million as subsidies for basis 
food hems, said he expected 
die issue to come up further 
daring the debate. 

“For instance, the prime 
minister said the government 
was subsidising sugar, but what 
will be the situation if interna- 
tional prices for sugar go up? 
Will the government readjust 
its subsidy accordingly?” he 
asked. *T expect deputies to 
seek a pledge from the govern- 
ment to this effect,” Ire said. 

Jordan’s foreign debts, a sub- 
ject which assumed centre- 
stage during the House debate 
on the government programme 
last week, axe to expected to be 
brought up again during the 
discussions on the budget. 

“Those deputies who think 
they did not get a chance to 
reply to the prime minister’s 
speech at tire end of the confi- 
dence vote session will use tins 

chance to air their views once 
again,” said Anani. 

However, over and above 
everything else, demands by 

deputies for government facili- 
ties and services as well as 
infrastructure like schools, hos- 
pitals, roads etc. etc. in their 
re s p ectiv e constituencies are 
expected to figure high during 
tire discussions. 

“It is only natural that the 
deputies would Hke to tell their 
electrorates that they are work- 
ing hard and {nesting the gov- 
ernment to do something,” said 
an analyst. “I guess, this could 
be the major focus of entire 
budget debate since it has poli- 
tical connotations in the context 
of voters.” 


■ ■ n. *. 
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killed in clashes 
in central Sudan 


KHARTOUM (R) — At least 600 people, Including 
women and children, were killed in clas h es last week 
between tribesmen and southerners in central 
Sudan, according to foreign diplomats and relief 
workers. 


J n 


Sudanese rebels;, reporting on 
the same dashes, said in a radio 
broadcast that local militia forces 
_ killed more than 2,000 people in 
the central Sudanese town of A1 
Gebelein. 

The diplomats said most of the 
victims were from southern 
Sudan. They belonged to the 
Nilotic Shilok tribe which, 
together with the Nuir and Dinka 
‘ tribes, are the main ethnic groups 
“ in southern Sudan. 

The Shiloks live mainly in the 
southern Upper Nile region, 
' whose northern border is about 
SO kilometres south of A1 Gebe- 
kdn where the killing s last Thurs- 
day took place. 

" AI Gebelein is 350 kilometres 

- south of Khartoum in the White 
Nile province where many south- 
erners have settled in recent years 
after escaping famine and fighting 

* between troops and the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 

’ (SPLA). 

A police statement broadcast 
Thursday on Omdurman state 
radio said a total of 186 people 

* were killed in the dashes, which 

- it said were sparked by an iso- 
lated incident. 

Earlier, the clandestine radio 
of the SPLA, fighting in the south 
since 1983, said over 2,000 south- 
erners were killed. It said the 
killings were carried out by mili - 
tiam en recruited and armed by 
the government, which it accused 
of complicity. 

The diplomats and relief offi- 
cials, citing reports from the area, 
said the clashes were sparked 
when a southern Sudanese farm 
labourer killed his employer in a 
row over the length of Christmas 


holiday his Christian colleagues, 
were entitled to. 

Several truckloads of armed 
tribesmen later went to a shanty- 
town housing the workers and 
their families and began to set 
their shacks ablaze. Those who 
managed to escape the fires were 
gunned down by gunmen sur- 
rounding the area, they said. 

The Sudanese police statement 
said army troops and policemen 
were sent to the area to restore 
order and several arrests were 
made. 

A senior government official 
said in Khartoum Wednesday 
that peace talks between tribal 
leaders and southern elders had 
begun undeT the sponsorship of 
fire local government. 

The provinces of White Nile, 
Blue Nile, South Darfur and 
South Kordofan, stretching 
across Sudan from the Ethiopian 
border in the east to Chad in the 
west, have in recent years seen a 
series of massacres of southerners 
made refugees by the six-year-old 
dvD war in their region. 

Militias fighting the SPLA on 
behalf of the government are 
active in the four provinces and, 
according to diplomats, are re- 
sponsible for the massacres. 

The military government of 
General Omar Hassan AJ Bashir, 
in power since he led a coup last 
June, says the inhabitants of 
those areas had no choice but to 
aim themselves in the face of 
repeated SPLA attacks. 

Bashir recently said he planned 
to set up a pa ramili tary force of 
150,000 men to aid fire army 
against the SPLA, a move which 
diplomats saw as an attempt to 


legitimise the militiamen in the 
four provinces. 

Briton given time 

A Sudanese court Thursday 
gave two British families until 
March 4 to decide the fate of five 
Pales tinians sentenced to death 
for allegedly killing their relatives 
in bomb and machine-gun attacks 

in Khartoum in 1988. 

Radio Omdurman said the 
famili es of two Sudanese victims 
of the attacks on a Khartoum 
hotel and dub were also given 
until March to dedde. It said the 
additional time was given at the 
request of defence lawyers. 

The British Foreign Office said 
Tuesday the two British families 
had made their decisions which 
diplomats in Khartoum. said had 
been delivered to the Sudanese 
embassy in London. 

Five Britons, four of whom 
belonged to one family and in- 
cluded two small children, were 
kille d in the attacks together with 
two Sudanese. Twenty-one peo- 
ple were injured. 

Last September, a Sudanese 
court changed the death sentence 
on foe five Palestinians to a sec- 
tion of foe penal oode. based on 
Islamic laws under which the vic- 
tims’ families can insist the five be 
executed, pardoned or give blood 
money. 

Both British families indicated 
at the time that they would not 
tike the five to be hanged, but 
there was never any known word 
from the families of foe two 
Sudanese victims. 

The diplomats said foe five 
Palestinians had been moved 
from Khartoum’s Kobar prison 
and were being detained at a safe 
house in the Sudanese central 
region. 

The chief defence lawyer for 
the Palestinians during their trial 
*in 1988, Galal Lotfi, was 
appointed head of the judiciary in 
July. 
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Anti-tank missiles stolen 

in Cyprus surface in Greece 




NICOSIA (AP) — The Cypriot 
government is considering laun- 
ching an investigation to deter- 
mine how four shoulder-fired 
anti-tank missiles stolen from an 
army camp in Cyprus turned up 
in Greece, according to govern- 
ment spokesman Akis Fantis. 

The Athens daily Apogevmati- 
ni, reported Wednesday that the 
four LAW weapons, consisting of 
disposable launchers and mis- 
siles, reported stolen from a 
National Guard armoury in Cyprus 
two years ago were found hidden 
in bushes on a mountain in north- 
ern Greece in November. 

The paper said foe senior 
Greek army officers who formed 
foe command of foe Greek Cyp- 
riot force at foe time the missiles 
were stolen had tried to cover up 
the theft. 

“This is a shattering and parti- 
cularly murky case centred on 
Nicosia and Athens involving 
senior army officers, police and 
civilians- It is considered certain 
foe case is connected with terror- 
ist activities,” Apogevmatini re- 
ported. 

It implied that foe missiles may 
have been intended for an attack 
on foe leader of Greece's right- 
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wing New Democracy Party, 
Constantine Mitsotalris who in 
November visited a village near 
where the weapons cache was 
discovered. 

Amid calls by Greek Cypriot 
newsp ap ers for a new investiga- 
tion, Fantis told a daily press 
briefing Thursday that police who 
had investigated the theft were 
given army documents declaring 
that the four missiles had been 
fired during an exercise. 

The documents were signed by 
the Greek army officer. General 
GeOIge Po litis, then commanding 
the National Guard, and his de- 
puty, Fantis said. 

“Despite the existence of such 
a document the investigation was 
ordered to continue and it was 
revealed that the four missiles 
were never used during National 
Guard exercises,” he added. 

Fantis did not explain why no 
action has been taken against foe 
officers for making a false dec- 
laration. 

The 13,000-man National 
Guard has been commanded by 
regular Greek officers on second- 
ment since the island's independ- 
ence from Britain in 1960. 

There is also a 3,000-strong 
Greek army contingent attached to 
the National Guard, which is 
exclusively Greek Cypriot. 

The missiles found in Greece 
were among 10 reported stolen 
from the Cyprus military base in 
January 1988. 

Fantis said soon after the inves- 
tigation began “six of the missing 
nwssfl es were mysteriously re- 
turned to foe weapons store.” 
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It was then that the National 
Guard commander reported that 
the other four had been used in 
an exercise, he added. 

He said Cypriot authorities 
were waiting for confirmation 
from Greece that foe four mis- 
siles found there were the ones 
stolen from foe National Guard 
on foe island. 

However, Greek government 
spokesman Andreas Papado- 
poulos has already confirmed that 
the serial numbers of foe missiles : 
found in Greece were the same as 
those missin g from Cyprus. 

Fantis said “For us, this case 
has never closed since it came to 
fight in January 1988 when the 
defence minister, Andreas 
Aloneftis, appointed an inves- 
tigation committee. 

“It's natur al that after the dis- 
covery of the four missiles,- and 
after it been estabKsbed that 
these are the ones stolen from 
Cyprus, the security authorities 
will investigate foe whole isme to 
determine how these missiles 
reached Greece.” 

Apogevmatini named several 
other Greek army officers 
seconded to the National Guard 
that it said were involved in the 
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Sofia agrees to 'round table’ talks 
amid protests against ethnic rights 


SOFIA (Agencies) — Thousands 
of demonstrators marched past 
parliament Thursday protesting 
government ethnic policy, as the 
ruling Communist Party agreed 
to hold “round table” talks on 
Bulgaria’s future with the demo- 
cratic opposition Jan. 16-24, foe 
BTA news agency said. 

The protesters, mainly from 
foe southern cities of Kardalji 
and Haskovo, threatened strikes 
in several cities Friday if the 
Co mmunis t government did not 
reverse a decision to restore 
minority rights to ethnic Turks in 
Bulgaria. 

The protesters waved banners 
that read “Bulgaria for Bulga- 
rians,” and chanted against the 
government's new policy adopted 
Dec. 29, that allows Bulgarian 
Turks to use their Muslim names 
and reverses other discriminatory 


The demonstrators handed 
over a petition to parliament, 
demanding a national referendum 
on the question. 

But BTA quoted spokesmen 
for the Communist Party and the 
democratic opposition as reject- 
ing the demand on grounds that 
“the validity of human rights in 
Bulgaria cannot be submitted to 
any referendum.” 

Ivan Angelov, a prominent 
economist speaking for the Com- 
munists, said unidentified high- 
ranking officials met Thursday to 
discuss ethnic issues, BTA said. It 
gave no further details. 

Angelov and opposition 
spokesman Georgi Spassov 


spoke after fife Communists, the 
opposition and other groups 
meeting in parliament reached 
agreement on round table talks 
after preliminary consultations 
that opened Wednesday and 
wound op Thursday. 

The Jan. 16-24 session will dis- 
cuss “problems 'of national agree- 
ment and reconciliation,” the res- 
tructuring of the political, econo- 
mic and legal systems and foe 
draft of a new law pe ran ting free 
elections, BTA said. 

The Union of Democratic 
Forces — an umbrella organisa- 
tion of opposition groups — de- 
manded the right to publish its 
own daily newspaper, guaranteed 
broadcast time on Bulgarian state 
television and radio, and die use 
of a building for its work, BTA 
said. 

The agency added that a deci- 
sion would be made on the un- 
ion's demands before the round 
table opens Jan. 16. 

Each side will be represented 
by 14-member delegations, 
headed by politburo member 
Audrey Lukanov for foe Com- 
munists and Svetla Daskalova for 
foe Agrarian Party — the only 
other permitted party in Bulgaria 
since World W&r n, and activist 
Zhelyu Zhelev for the opposi- 
tion, BTA said. 

Petar Mladenov, the Commun- 
ist Party leader and president 
who took over from long-serving 
Todcrr Zhivkov Nov. 10, has 
promised free elections by May. 

Turkey said Thursday that foe 
demonstrations in Bulgaria 


against the government move to 
restore rights to foe ethnic Tur- 
kish minority were aimed at hurt- 
ing Turkish-Bulgarian relations. 

-Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Murat Sungar said in a statement 
that foe demonstrations were 
provocations against Bulgaria’s 
stability as well as at the future of 
Turko-Bolgarian relations. 

The government's new policy 
allows members of the ethnic 
Turkish minority to use their ori- 
ginal names instead of Muslim 


It also lets them to choose their 
religion and schools. 

Under the assimilation policy 
adopted under Zhivkov, ethnic 
Turks were forced to change their 
names. 

The campaign prompted 
320,000 ethnic Turks to emigrate 
to Turkey after Bulgarian govern- 
ment gave them passports list' 
year. 

More than 15,000 other ethnic 
Turks have arrived in this country 
after Turkey imposed a visa re- 
quirement Aug. 22 to slow down 
the flow. Official figures show 
nearly 100,000 ethnic Turks re- 
turned to Bulgaria after a short 
stay because of lack of housing 
and jobs. 

Sungar said: “We believe the 
intended tensions will be over- 
come soonest with the resolute 
and circumspect attitude we hope 
will be taken by the new Bulga- 
rian administration as well as with 
the maturity of Bulgarian people 
including ethnic Turks...” 

“We believe Bulgaria will 


further its process of reform and 
democratisation in stability, leav- 
ing behind this evil legacy of foe 
Zhivkov era,” Sungar added. 

The foreign ministers of Tur- 
key and B ulgaria will meet in 
Kuwait Jan. 9 to discuss the 
ethnic Turkish issue. 

The U.S. government Thurs- 
day applauded the Bulgarian 
move. 

“The United States welcomes 
the decision by Bulgaria’s new 
government to reverse the former 
regime's policy of forced assimila- 
tion carried out against ethnic 
Turks and its restrictions on foe 
Pomaks minority,” State Depart- 
ment spokesman Richard 
Boucher told reporters. 

The new approach toward the 
ethnic Turkish and Pomaks 
min orities in Bulgaria will also 
contribute to diminished regional 
tensions," Boucher said' 

He noted that measures 
adopted Dec. 29 by the govern- 
ment promise to guarantee: 

— The right to use Muslim 
names. 

— Equal constitutional rights 
for all citizens. 

— The right to practice religion 
according to each individual's 
conscience. 

— Free use of languages other 
than Bulgarian. 

‘This represents a si gnifican t 
step forward in Bulgaria's respect 
for human rights, and in honour- 
ing its commitments under the 
conference for security and coop- 
eration in Europe agreements,” 
Boucher said. 


Noriega adviser gone to ground in Israel 


It claimed these officers were 
supporters of Greece's Pasok par- 
ty which in 1988 was in power 
under Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou. 

The Socialists lost partianieo- 
taiy elections last July and 
November after Papandreou's 
g o v ernm ent had been rocked by a 
series of corruption scandals. 


TEL AVTV (R) — Israeli security 
sources have said that Mike 
Harari, a former Israeli intelli- 
gence officer and adviser to 
ousted Panamanian leader Manu- 
el Antonia Noriega, had gone to 
ground in Israel. 

Harari, 62, initially reported 
captured when U.S. armed forces 
intervened in Panama to over- 
throw Noriega last month, had 
been in the country for several 
days, they said. 

The sources said Harari was 
not receiving protection from the 
Israeli secret services and did not 
need it. 

“Mike is a professional through 
and through. He knows how to 
avoid attention,” one source said. 

A foreign ministry spokesman 


said Harari was a private citizen 
and foe ministry had no know- 
ledge of his whereabouts. 

The commander of foe inva- 
sion, Lieutenant-General Carl 
Stiner, said on Wednesday in 
Panama City that Harari, be- 
lieved to have recruited and 
trained Noriega's bodyguards, 
escaped U.S. forces hunting for 
him and fled to Israel. 

The head of Panama’s new 
security force, Lieutenant-Col- 
onel Eduardo Herrera, told Reu- 
ters that two unidentified Israelis 
had tipped off Harari about the 
U.S. invasion six hours before 
American troops landed. 

“He's in Israel. That is all I can 
say for certain. He has been in 
the country for four or five days,” 


an Israeli security source told 
Reuters. 

Another source familiar with 
Harari said foe former Mossad 
agent, who quit Israeli intelli- 
gence in 1979 after his men killed 
an innocent Arab in Norway in a 
bungled operation, had distanced 
himself somewhat from Noriega 
in the last year. 

However the head of Panama's 
new security force said Harari 
was with Noriega's wife on foe 

night before foe U.S. action. 

■ 

The foreign ministry spokes- 
man declined comment on sug- 
gestions by a Panamanian busi* 
ness associate that the Israeli 
embassy helped Harari to flee. 

The sources said Harari, who 


escorted Noriega on an official 
visit to Israel in foe early 1980s, 
was a Useful go-between for Israel 
in Panama until his role became 
embarrassing when the United 
States sought to oust Noriega for 
alleged drug dealing. 

According to published 
accounts, Harari headed a Mos- 
sad unit ordered by foe late Prime 
Minister Golda Meir to avenge a 
1972 kfllmg of Israeli athletes at 
foe Munich Olympic Games by 
assassinating foe Palestinians who 
allegedly planned it. 

The unit killed several Palesti- 
nians before foe 1979 incident in 
which a waiter in a restaurant in 
LUlenhammer, Norway, was shot 
dead by mistake. 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM * 
(Agencies) — An Israeli rabbi 
living in foe occupied West Bank f' -- 
suggested Friday -that an Arab l 1 "’ 

president should be elected to 
serve' alongside Israel’s Jewish 
bead of state. 

Rabbi Menachcm Froman said ^ d- 
it would be unmoral and unpno-. y' fj 
tical -to -partition foe. .“Biblical ^ «■- 
land of Israel," including ^ foe ;-\ 1 ^ 
occupied territories. 

ir We must look for smother ^ 
solution,” Etonian, who is affili- 
ated with foe Gush Enmnim set- ' 
dement -group but criticised by ; ^ 
Jewish nationalists for bis radical r J 
views, told Reuters. ^ 1— 
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views* told Reuters. 

“We have a right to die land. 

The Arabs, have a right to the /Jjafl 
land. Who said these two rights “ 
contradict each other?” 

“For the love of land and the & Cv™ 
love man, the two peoples most ,- J P 
live together. The pphtical 'plan 
for this will be quite detailed, but 
the first stage I propose the elec- - 7 £S , ” : 
tion of an Arab president along- 
side the Jewish -president^-Fro- 
man said. 

He said that in principle Israeli 
Arabs should vote for the Arab 
president along with the 1.75 
mini on Palestinians under Israeli * t - - * 
occupation, but the matter would 
have to be examined on a legal ■ ^ 

basis. 

Froman, who said he was 
speaking only for himself, has z 
been sharply criticised by mem- 
bers of bis Jewish settlement of 
Tekoa and by Gush-Emunim for 
his political views and for meetmg FA 1 
Palestinian nationalist Faisal 
Husseini, a known Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation' (PLO) 
supporter. T" 

ffe put forward his proposal for SJYWSPE 
a Palestinian co^ir^ideiit at a 
convention of foe Worid Con- jdi.T“.r 
gross of Jewish Students in Jeru- ~ *2 
salem Thursday. 

Defence Minister Yitzhak -r-js 


l. A'-i^ 
J 




Rabm told the meeting that Israel 
could not rule over US million w®" 5 * 
Pales tinians in foe West Bank 2 f 24 &£■ 
and Gaza Strip indefinitely. Israel ^ ~ ^ F 
distinguishes between -the occu- 
pied territories and Arab Jem- _ _ . 

salem. 

Rabin said peace with the ^ 
Palestinians would lead fb peace- -** st 
-with neighbouring states. BlfiYS f 
■ Froman told Reuters he first i . 
proposed a bi-national state 
several years ago and hid discus- ^ ^ 
sed it with Gush Emunim leaders. ^ .. j 
The idea of a Jewish- Arab state ?-j." jV 
has traditionally been promoted 
only by a minority of Israeli 
leftists. 

“A nation is primarily defined - . «**.-■ 
by its culture. The Jewish people ! 

should not stress the state as the ■ 

main expression of the nation,’' > 

Froman said. “There can be two 
states on one territory." C l5 : 

He _ said the two-year-old 

Pales tinian uprising ha^ given a 

new incentive to search for poll- brej 
tical solutions. 'vauH 

‘Peace caravan’ 

r 

Israeh organisers are trying to Aihc 
form what they call a peace cara- ^ ^ 

van of 1,(KX) Israelis to meet 
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
in Egypt. 

Victor Blit, an Israeli kibbutz cxhSjitjj 
collective farmer, said Arafat bad ^ at y 
agreed to meet the Laraehs who 
want to challenge a policy which 
brands him a terrorist. ^ 5art - 

1 Blit said Thursday 150 people . k a t **® l >tioa 
had joined in the three days since ™ 
his group began collecting signa- 
tures along with a money deposit . 
for the bus trip which he hopes 'W p, 
will take place in February. J 7 1 ^ 

“We received messages from "■‘90 \ 
Arafat through several channels ^ 
that he is ready to meet us," BUt, v* Cafol, 
45, told Reuters. 


‘We beEeve foe demonisation Lj . 
of Arafat and foe PLO is part of |h- 
the policy that prevents the 
advancement of peace,” he said. frag 
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AMMAN A dispute at 



pany (JCPC) between 
and tbt management 
settled fffibwiog face la 
negotiation* Thursday, . 

A report fry the Jordan T4ews 
Agency,.? Per m , footed Abdul 
Jteaq Saeed, president of the 
Constzocta Workers Uotoa r .» 
saying the company manager lag 
responded to the demands work- 
ers’ ax ^Rashadieh in southern 
Jordan,; and that a satisfactory 
agreement was concluded be- 
tween the two tides. 

Details of the agreement, he 
'lid, MU be published in the local 
rets after it has been endorsed 

the company’s board of direc- 
tors.- • 

The company operates two ce- 
ment mines, one at Rasfaadich 


aarf-foe other ahftibeis near 

n" * ■ 

Saeed said angi na e gents have 
been made for the Fniiets work- 
ers, to join the Jordanian Con- 
strucrion Workers Union. 


Balai la r^dB 


In .another development, 
agreeme nt was reached Tnanday 


c 


ity Workers Union after an un- 
specified period. The agreement 
was reached at a meeting 
attended by Minister of Labour 
Qasecm Qoddat and Samir Gar- 
den, tbe onion's president as wcD 
as representative of the dismissed 
workers. Petra said that the ded- 
s&a wdl have to be a ppro v ed by 
the msoa's general assembly. - 


NATIONAL NEWS tN BRIEF 


LEGAL COMMITTEE TO MEET: The Lower House of 
Parliament legal committee will hold a **«**»£ Monday m orni ng 
to look into me following laws: !, Te m por ar y law number 41 of 
1SW9 related to cancellation of Amman Development Corporation 
law. 2. Temporary law number 41 of 1989 related to amendment 
of flats property law. 3. Temporary law number 10 of 1989 related 
to amendment of foreigners’ re siden ce and affairs law. 4. 
Temporary law dumber 26 of 1988 related to cancellation of the 
occupied territories affairs law (Perm). 

ARAB, INTERNATIONAL GROUPS SEMINAR: Jordan 
take pan in a seminar on the rote of Arab and international 
organisations in pr o motin g the private sector activities which wfll 
open in Cairo Saturday. Dr. Borhan A1 Da jam, secretary general 
of the Federation of Arab Agricultural. Commercial and Indust- 
rial Chambers of Commerce, said the three-day seminar will focus 
attention on the rede of businessmen in the private sector or 
promo te the national ec o no mics, and the facilities which various 
governments and organisations can offer towards this goal. He 
said representatives of the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organisation (FAO), the Umrad Nations Industrial Development 
Organisation (UNIDO) .and the United Nations development 
fund will be among the various organisations to take part is the 
meeting (Petra). 


SAFETY INSPECTIONSrHie icint po&Kc safety committee 
Baku Governorate Thursday undertook an inspection tour ol 
number of conunerciai stores, cooroamcs. factories, and reside 


m 

tour of a 

umber ot commercial stores, companies* factories, and residen- 
tial quarters in Salt so as to closely foflow up the city's health, 
dra aBne ss, and public safety conditions. The committee indndes 
/members from the Mumripabty of Salt 

THEATRE FESTIVAL: Tire Ministry of Culture will participate 
in tile 10-day Baghdad Theatre Festival due to begin in the Iraqi 
capital Jan. 15 (Petra). . 

1 RAQi-JORDANJ AN COMPANY; The .23rd session of the 
Ira^Jgrdasian Land-Transport Company wfll begin in Baghdad 
Sunday. The two-day meetings will deal with a number of reports 
related to future pUna and budget for 1990 (Petra). 

JWA ELECTS PRESIDENT: Yannoufc Unhwisft y President 
Dr. ak Mahafrah te been elected president of the. Jordan 
Writers' -Association (JWA). Daring the annual meeting Thurs- 
day, the JWA general assembly elected the president and 
members to the JWA; the following were elected as members of 
the board of directors: Ham Khali, Ziadnddm Rifai, Isam 
Ammaii, Yahya Jaber, Suleiman Marinni, Dr. AH Shomali, Dr. 
Sanur Qtami, and AH Batixi. The following were also elected as 
members of the membership committee: Rashid Isa; Mohammad 
Jmai’an, Mustafa Farr, Uqla Haddad, Mohammad Abu Sonfo, 
and HD mi Abdul HadS. The new board of d ire ct or s held its first 
meeting with Dr. Samir Qtami hohlmg tire post of vice president. 
Dr. AH Shomali a& secretary general, and Isam Amman as 
secretary for financial affairs (Petra). 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

% - 

The following listing? are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
the da3y Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify tbe listed 
rfme and place with tbe concerned battalions. ■ - 

EXHIBITION 

* An art exhibition by artists from Jordan and other Arab 
countries at A1 Waritf GaDoy, Plaza Hotel. 

* An exbfofokm “They chose 30 poets’* at the French 

Cnltmal Centre. 

'ft As art exhSrioo by Irish artist Coa al McIntyre at the British 
Council. 

FILMS 


* A 
C 

-ft A 


fBm added “The £dbow*’ at the Royri Cidbual 

— &00 pjn. 

of video 

Cnttnral centre (show upon request). 


films oe design and plastic arts at the 


Iraqi leader offers plan 



(Continued from page 1) 
our willing ness for peace,** that 
the two countries* national air- 
lines, Iran Air and Iraqi Airways, 
be aScwed to open offices in the 
rival capitals and operate from 
civilian airports to arrange the 
exchange of visits, especially to 
holy Islamic sites. 

L , He said such a move would 
“secure an atmosphere of peace 
and comfort among the people of 
Iran ‘and Iraq.” 

Ta ming to his country’s drive 
to build an advanced arms indus- 
try, Hussein lashed out at the 
. United States for expresar^ awn 
; ~ cere "over Iraq’s construction of 
new 'mhriles, while maintaining 
. silence over Israel’s mickar capa- 

' - bfiifyi 

1 Iraq announccd on Dec. 8 that 
. jt b^o'lanhched a 48-ton, three- 
stage rocket capable of putting a 
salrffite in space, and had test- 
fired two surface-to-surface mis- 
siles with a range of 2,000 
kilometres. 

' v Washington confirmed the 
of the missiles, which can 
■ bzt Israeli 

. IsraeH leaders Contend that 
V Iraq’s jmsak drive, eMnbmed 
vrith its arsenal of other weapons 
- and reported efforts to develop 
; midear weapons, pose a serions 
1 danger to the 2onst state. 
r in l981- the Isradis, saying 
was developing a mSitary 


potential 

near Baghdad, knocked it 
out in a long-range air raid. 

Hussein stud Iraq will “retali- 
ate firmly and with precision to 
any attempt by the Zionist entity 
to strike at Iraq’s scientific or 
militar y installations.’* 

“If Israel undertakes any 
aggression, tbe United States win 
not be able absolve itself from the 
responsibility of encouraging 
such an act,” be said. 

Hussein also said fits govern- 
ment would co n ce ntra te this year 
on domestic issues and would 

draft a new constitution offering 
greater democracy and press free- 
dom and the formation of politic- 
al parties. 

' In Tunis, the Arab League 
welcomed tbe Iraqi president's 
proposals and said it hoped Iran 
would reciprocate. 

“The peace plan announced by 
President Saddam Hussein... 
poqiM a substantial con- 
tribution to bringing about peace 
between Iraq and Iran and be- 
tween Iran and its neighbours in 
the area,” Arab League Secret- 
ary General ChadH KH1 said in a 
statement. 

“We hope, the new Iraqi peace 
proposals wfll meet with a (poa- 
tivn) response from the Iranian 
and that tins wfll open 
V new page, in relations," he 
aqded. ’ 


Premier pledges to 
cooperate with houses 


AMMAN (J,T.) — The.govern* 
meat is deteraodned to maintain 
foil cooperation with Parliament 
in order to carry out the direc- 
tives of His Majesty King Hussein 
and serve the nation. Prime 
Minister . Mudar Badran said 
Thursday. 

Badran was speaking at the 
beginning of an Upper House of 
Parliament (Senate) session dur- 
ing which Senate members 
elected a five-member committee 
to represent tbe Senate at meet- 
ings by parliamentarians from 
countries of tbe Arab Coopera- 


tion Council (ACC) — Egypt, 
North Yemen, Iraq and Jordan. 
The committee comprises 


Saeed Tal. Mohammad jlasoul 
Al Keilani, Amin Shuqair, Ishaq 
Al Farhan and Hamad Al 
Farhan. 

Several procedural issues 
were discussed at the session, 
which was chaired by Senate 
Speaker Ahmad A] Lawn and 
attended by Cabinet members. 

Badran meets tribes 

■ 

During a meeting Thursday 


with delegations representing the 
tribes of Al Zynd and Da’Ja as 
well as those of North Ghor and 
Al Hosan Camp, Badran asked 
the delegations to convey his 
greetings and love for his brother 
citizens. The delegations con- 
veyed congratulations to Badran 
on gening royal confidence and 
parliamentary vote of confidence. 

The heads of the delegations 
expressed pride in the govern- 
ment’s sound policies and appre- 
ciation for its desire to ensure 
success for the democratic march. 



A MBLCOMK HAZARD: For motorists the 
two days or nine that hit Jordan posed traffic 
haz ar ds, bat the drench was a boon for the 


Kingdom’s agricultural sector (photo by Yousef Al 
‘Allan) 


Weather department predicts 
more cloudy, rainy weather 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Rain fell in 
most parts of Jordan over the past 
three days and the Department of 
Meteorology predicts more 
cloudy and rainy weather for Fri- 
day and Saturday. 

A department official con- 
tacted by the Jordna Times Fri- 
day morning said that a cold front 
accompanying a depression cen- 
tred over northern Syrian con- 
tinues to affect Jordan resulting 
in more cold air and rains espe- 
cially in the northern and central 
parts of the country. 

The official said that Baqoura 
district in the north received a 


total of 293 millimetres of rain 
until, Friday morning. But 
amounts of rainfall towards tbe 
south dwindled, with some re- 
gions receiving as little as one 
millimetre. 

The semi-desert region of Al 
Jaafer received no rain at all 

According to the official, there 
will be a slight improvement in 
weather conditions Saturday be- 
fore tile Kingdom will be affected 
by a new depression Sunday and 
Monday which will bring more 
rains and lower temperatures. 

Low-lying regions in Amman 
and other parts of tbe country 


were flooded and in some streets, 
pools of water caused traffic diffi- 
culties. The Gvil Defence De- 
partment (ODD) urged residents 
of low-lying areas to move to 
higher ground for safety. 

Department of Meteorology 
reported that rainfall Thursday 
ranged between a maximum of 95 
millimetres in Salt and a mini- 
mum of l.l millimetres in Maf- 
raq. Regions with relatively high 
rainfall included Ajloun with 59 
mm. King Talal Dam with S8 
mm, Fuheis with S3 mm. Wadi Al 
Seir with 48.2, and Sweileh with 
44 mm. 


Special furniture helps 

■ 

Jordan *s special kids 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Cere- 
bral Palsy Foundation Centre 
in Amman bustles wih activ- 
ity. Parents and children sit 
together at a long table, ham- 
mering and moving puzzle 
pieces. Down the half physical 
therapists play with the chil- 
dren, pulling and pushing small 
twisted limbs. Some children 
are crying. Your heart is 
breaking until five-year old 
Mohammad shows you he can 
walk. Smiling over his shoulder 
because he still must grip tbe 
wooden walker, he makes it 
dear that without the tears, 
work, devotion and encourage- 
ment of all those present at tbe 
centre, Mohammad might nev- 
er have walked. 

Farid Ashab is among the 
many extraordinary individoals 
who- contribute to the centre. 
He is a carpenter. He and his 
family, who own Holy Land 
Carpentry in Ras Al Ein, build 
the specialised furniture used 
by the cerebral palsy children 

— chairs, tables, benches, ex- 
ercise ladders, walkers. “If it’s 
wood," Ashab says proudly, 
“We built h.” 

Ashab visited the centre for 
the first time three years ago 
when he brought his son to see 
Dr. Samira Baban, director of 
the centre. Although his son 
was not diagnoised with cere- 
teal palsy, Ashab returns to 
foe centre twice a month. He 
devotes 10 per cent of his time, 
non-profit, to making special- 
ised furniture for the Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation and tbe mul- 
tihandicapped centre. In addi- 
tion, Asnab’s special contribu- 
tions — sympathy for tbe chil- 
dren and mgenius craftsmanship 

— are gifts without price. 

Baban and Ashab work 

together in designing foe ther- 
apeutic equipment.^ She is 
familiar with the imported 
models and, as a medical ex- 
pert, understands why a chair 
is built just so. Baban provides 
Ashab with the initial drawings 
and specifications but he often 
return with useful sugges- 
tions. For instance, the long 
play table around which the 
children make music is cut so 
that the special high-backed 
chairs which support the 

children can be wheeled 
into place. The tabic is just the 
right height and there is space 
for the parent to sit and play 
with tiie children. According to 
Ashab, he thought about this 
design for a week. After talk- 
rng with Baban, be devised a 
way to position foe table legs 
so they would be stable but not 
interfere with the children’s 
chairs. The design also used 



A chBd plays on one of many 
cerebral palsied children 
less wood than its European 
forerunner. Ashab can build 
furnishings for the centre out 
of tbe most durable hardwood 
for one-fourth the cost of im- 
ported furniture. 

The General Union of 
Voluntary Societies (GUVS),* 
and the u.S. Agency for Inter- 
national Development 
(USAID) assisted the Cerebral 
Palsy Foundation in providing 
several kinds ot homecare 
equipment which was built by 
Holy Land Caipentiy and dis- 
tributed according to need. 

Ashab built seventy mobile 
highbacked chairs with play 
cables and potties for families 
coming to the centre. Working 
with an upholsterer, he also 
provided the centre with over 
400 exercise pillows for use at 
tbe centre mid at home. These 
are specialty shaped rolls , and 
wedges essential for develop- 
ing foe muscles most common- 
ly crippled by cerebral palsy. 
The chairs and pillows are 
tods that permit parents to 
continue the exercises their 
chfldreo are benefiting from at 
tbe centre at borne. 

According (p Baban, proper 
homecare is a key, along with 
eariy dzagnoises, to foe success- 
fill rehabilitation of disabled ■ 
children. She points out, “If 


apparata which ba3d muscles of 

we 'teach the' child a certain 
movement, it must be repeated 
at home or the child forgets. If 
we position the child in the 
chair in a way that encourages 
normal posture, it must be 
re-enforced at home. It is daily 
attention to the needs of the 
child, usually through the 
mother, which keeps the child 
from reverting." One mother 
described how, when her son is 
watching television, she turns 
his chair slightly so that he 
works foe stricken muscles in 
order to watch his favourite 
shows. The centre’s staff have 
shown her this simple tech- 
nique. 

■ 

According to representative 
of GUVS, seventy per cent of 
the services for the handicap- 
ped are donated through 
Jordanian voluntary organisa- 
tions and international donors. 
Those funds together with foe 
dedicated efforts of men and 
women like Ashab are helping 
to improve tbe care available 
for Jordan’s special children. 
Baban, appreciates his sirilh, 
“If more craftsmen, like Farid, 
get interested in helping the 
disabled, a day will cook when 
Jordan will import only the 
most specialised equipment for 
her disabled chili 





King urges more 
serious peace efforts 


HM King Hussein 


AMMAN (J.T.) — U.S. Defence 
Under-Secretary Paul Wolfowitz 
met with His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran Thursday during what be 
described as an orientation trip to 
the Middle East. 

Wolfowhz, who heads the Pen- 
tagon's office of policy, said he 
came to Amman to listen to King 
Hussein’s opinions on the Middle 
East problem and efforts to read: 
a peaceful solution. 

At the meeting attended by 
Chief of foe Royal Court Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker and Army Chief 
of Staff Fathi Abu Taleb, King 


Hussein stressed the need for 
more serious efforts to find a just 
Middle East settlement through 
an international peace confer- 
ence, according to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. 

Petra said the King referred to 
foe Iran-Iraq conflict by pointing 
out foe danger inherent in foe 
present no-peace no-war situa- 
tion in the Gulf. He urged the 
U.S. government to help estab- 
lish permanent peace in the Gulf 
region. 

Wolfowitz’s Middle East tour 
includes stops in Egypt and 
Israel. 


ACC news agencies to 
issue unified bulletins 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein expressed support 
for an agreement among the 
national news agencies of tbe 
four-nation Arab Cooperation 
Council (ACC) to issue a unified 
news bulletin. He expressed hope 
that the four countries would 
establish a united news agency to 
serve rhe goals of pan-Arab 
unity. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency', Petra, released 
Friday morning. King Hussein 
said foe four countries — Jordan. 
Egypt, Iraq and North Yemen — 
embarked on a very constructive 
project of creating foe ACC at a 
meeting in Baghdad last February 
and the “pooling of resources 
through national news agencies 
will undoubtedly' contribute to- 


wards the fulfilment of the aspira- 
tions and goals of this union." 

News agencies directors in the 
ACC countries met in Cairo last 
month and decided to issue a 
unified bulletin starting in 1990. 
The bulletin wfll feature the most 
important socio-economic, poli- 
tical and sports events in the four 
countries! Petra was given the 
task of collecting the news bulle- 
tins from the four states before 
broadcasting them again in two 
daily bulletins on a daily basis. 

Petra began this service Jan. 1. 
1990 in implementation of the 
Cairo agreement. 

“In less than one year since the 
creation of tbe ACC, foe national 
news agencies started fruitful and 
constructive cooperation reflect- 
ing foe great importance of in- 


formation and media services in 
cementing cultural, political and 
social unity among the four coun- 
tries and contributing towards foe 
aspired Arab unity,” King Hus- 
sein said in his statement to 
Petra. 

“By uniting, foe news agencies 
can better report on various mat- 
ters and draw attention to various 
iroblems and challenges con- 
tnting the Arab World," the 
King said. 

By issuing unified daily bulle- 
tins, the news agencies of tbe four 
countries have thus taken a sound 
step which could be imitated 
ACCs radio and television ser- 
vices, he said. 

King Hussein sent his greetings 
to all employees of the four news 
agencies and wished them success 
in their endeavours. 


rroi 


NMl offers facilities 
to improve services 


AMMAN (Petra) — National 
Medical Institution (NMI) Direc- 
tor-General Abdul Sal am A] Ma- 
jali Thursday visited the Farah 
Rehabilitation Centre at the King 
Hussein Medical Centre and dis- 
cussed with doctors and officials 
several issues related to foe train- 
ing of doctors and improving ser- 
vices. 

Majali said at a meeting with 
foe staff that NMI would place all 
its services and facilities at foe 
disposal of the faculties of nurs- 
ing, pharmacy and medicine in 
Jordanian universities to help im- 


prove the training of Jordanian 
doctors and nurses and offer bet- 
ter services at hospitals. 

Matters related to regulations 
at hospitals, ensuring medical 
treatment to various public sec- 
tors and coordination among va- 
rious hospitals operated by foe 
NMI were discussed at the 
meeting. 

NMI Deputy-Director Na'el 
Ajlouni outlined NMTs plans and 
Majali heard reports on foe hos- 
pital’s services and answered 
questions on various matters re- 
lated to hospital work. 


Madaba 1 989 projects 
cost JD 650,800 


MADABA (Petra) — Madaba 
Mayor Mohammad Abu Kaff 
said the Municipality of Madaba 
carried out several projects in 
1989 costing JD 650,800. 

During an open session of 
Madaba Municipal Council held 
Thursday with residents of Mada- 
ba, Abu Kaff said foe public 
library was recently supplies with 
a large variety of books and 
periodicals. He said there were 
plans to improve services, prom- 
ote administrative and health sys- 
tems, and create a 170-dunum 
public park. 

Lower House of Parliament 
member and former Madaba 


Maydr Ahmad Qtaish, who 
attended the meeting with other 
parliamentary members, said the 
municipality debts amounting to 
JD 1.5 million were spent on 
“service and productive projects 
that would provide regular finan- 
cial income for foe municipality.” 
Parliament member Dr. Saed 
Haddadin said requests to im- 
prove medical services in Madaba 
district were raised during par- 
liamentary debates. Parliament 
member Abdul Hafiz Alawi criti- 
cised showing of plays with de- 
picted values and morals not con- 
sisted with Jordanian society. 



Hosni Fariz 

Fariz laid 
to rest 

SALT (J.T.) — The late Hosni 
Fariz, a well-known Jordanian 
writer and poet who died in 
Amman at the age of 83 was 
buried in his hometown of Salt 
Friday. 

Bom in Salt in 1907, Fariz 
studied at local schools and 
later at foe American Universi- 
ty of Beirut after which he 
worked as a teacher at schools 
in Salt, Amman and Karak. 

Fariz had served as under- 
secretary of the Ministry of 
Education, adviser at the 
Ministry of Information and 
president of the Jordanian 
Writers Federation. He wrote 
more than 30 books and a 
collection of poems, and was 
very active in literary circles. 
He was honoured by a state 
award granted by His Majesty 
King Hussein in November. 
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Trying Noriega is a 
difficult task 

As difficult and painful was the route that the VJ. took to 
apprehend General Manuel Noriega, his prosecution before 
a court of law in the U.S. could be even more troublesome. 
It is just probable that Noriega was betting on the American 
legal sy s tem and its network of checks and balances to come 
to bis rescue when Iks derided to surrender to the U.S. forces 
in Panama Thursday. That could explain his demands to 
receive a fair American trial before he would entertain 
surrendering to the American forces in Panama dty. 

One of the principal legal hurdles that any federal 
prosecutor will face in the Noriega trial is to substantiate the 
proposition that tbe apprehension of Noriega is lawful. The 
American legal system whether Federal or State is foil of 
safeguards that will exclude any evidence that is collected 
illegally. In other words iron-dad evidence incrimi- 

nating a person would be excluded from consideration by 
the jury and trial judges if the accused maintains and proves 
that the evidence linking him with the crime in question was 
obtained without a legal warrant or cause. That is why so 
many criminals in the U JS. keep on roaming the streets. And 
if illegally obtained evidence will be strode down by an 
American court of law, a fortiori, a felon could also prevent 
the legal proceedings against him if he proves that his 
apprehension is unlawful. 

Urns the central point is whether the U.S. military- 
intervention in Panama is lawful in the first place. Tbe rule 
of thumb under international law is that a foreign power 
cannot invade another country and apprehend its leader and 
then whisk him away for trial in its own lands. Specifically 
damaging is the fact that the U.S. was not asked by the 
government of Panama as was constituted at the time of the 
American intervention to enter that country for any purpose 
whatsoever, much less to arrest its very own president. 
Also, neither the Organisation of American States (OAS) 
mar the U.N. called for or condoned the UJS. military 
intervention. The fact that the UN. Security Conned did not 
succeed to condemn the U.S. intervention in Panama due to 
the veto cast by the U.S. and British delegates would not 
change or affect the legal situation because the U.N. 
Security Council action was mnfjnod to the issue of the 
condemnation or non-condemnation of the U.S. move in 
Panama. In other words, non-condemnation of an act is not 
synonymous with legalising it. 

Accordingly, if the lawyers of Noriega succeed in 
that the arrest of the General and his t ransf er to a foreign 
country are illegal acts, then the entire legal proceedings 
against Noriega would crumble. And tbe foci that there is no 
extradition agreement between Panama and the U.S. would 
.further complicate the criminal prosecution of Noriega in 
the U.S. Still it would be of tremendous legal and political 
interest to see how the American legal system will rule on 
such points. One thing however is sure: The trial of Noriega 
will be a long drawn-out legal battle more difficult than the 
military battles to catch hhn_ 


AJ RaH Arabic daily described a report by die L on do n -based 
human rights organisation. Amnesty International as a slap on the 
face of Israel and its leaders. Tbe report bad strongly condemned 
Israel’s continued killings of defenceless civilians in the occupied 
Palestinian lands which is being carried oat in a bid to put down 
die intifada, said the paper. There is no doubt that Amnesty 
International report represented a world community condemna- 
tion of Israel's atrocities against the Arab population over the past 
22 years, but this is only a token move by the world communityto 
help force Israel to refrain from committing crimes, the paper 
continued. It said that this position should be developedmto 
practical action against the Israeli authorities, and these must be a 
speedy international action against theZionist leaders if peace and 
justice are to be reestablished in the Middle East Israel’s reaction 
to the report, the paper noted, was of course anger, bat the world 
should not expect the Israeli rulers to take measures to stop the 
killing of Arab citizens merely because of the report. Israel is 
known to be indifferent to aU criticism coming horn nnH/yrre awH 
international or gani s a tions, said the paper; and for *h« reason, it 
said, real pressure should be exercised on the Jewish state to fo r c e 
it to give up the occupied territories in exchange of permanent 


A columnist in A! Ran arabic daily advocates the need for tbe 
government to carry out tbe economic reform programme agreed 
on with the International Monetary Fund i.fft year so as CO 
stimulate the national economy and maintain develo p m e nt. 
Faked A1 Fanek says that in their speeches at par liamen t the 
deputies seemed unanimous in their call on the gov ernment to 
cany out the reform programme; and the prime minister seemed^ 
also to be determined to see it implemented since it is the only 
available means of r e str u ct uri ng Jordan’s economy. Tbe writer 
Says that parliament members ought to monitor the government’s 
steps to want implementing this progr am me which will indeed 
take a long time to be finalised before it begins to bear fruit. 

AI Dust our daily commented Friday on Amnesty Tntomationai ; 
report on Israel's continued atrocities in the occupied Arab 
territories; describing it as an exposure of the real nature of the 
Israeli rulers and their Zionist leaders. Tbe paper noted that the 
report is not the first international condemnation of Israel’s 
terrorist activities and crimes against the Palestinian people, and 
said that Amnesty International has been caning for real flrt fon 
over the past five years to put an end to Israel’s crimes and 
inhuman treatment of Arab citizens under its rule. But, the paper 
said, the Israeli leaders have been displaying total disregard to 
world public opinion and mocking resolutions and condemnations 
by various world organisations including the United Nations. As 
long as Israel is backed in its actions and attitude by die United 
States, said the paper, we are bound to hear more about its 
atrocities; and the Palestinians are in for more criminal and 
barbaric actions. 


A time for 


By Abba Eban 

■ 

THE UNITED States Secretary 
of State and the Israeli and Egyp- 
tian Foreign Ministers are ex- 
pected to meet in Washington 
shortly to discuss how to form a 
Palestinian delegation. If all goes 
well, these ministers, along with 
the Palestinians agreed on in 
Washing ton, will all meet in 
Cairo to discuss procedures for 
holding West Bank and Gaza 
elections to choose representa- 
tives to negotiate with Israel for 
interim seif-govenunent. 

Since the Israeli g ove rnm ent 
refuses any contact, direct and 
indirect, with the PLO, the Un- 
ited States will portray the 
Palestinian representatives as 
“non-PLO.” But this tactic is not 
likely to convince others, who 
will regard diem as wed-defined 


PLO partisans. 

It is still hot certain that West 
Ranfr and Gaza elections will be 
held. Tins is because the United 
States Egypt do not agree 
with Prime Minister Shamir’s 
view that the PLO cannot have 
any role, direct or indirect, in die 
peace process. But Mr. Shamir, 
after all, initiated the idea of the 
elections and it is urgent to get on 
with it and hold them so as to 
break out of procedural debates. 
Free democratic elections would, 
by definition, enable the Palesti- 
nians in the territories to say what 
they like, display their emblems, 
celebrate their leaders and assem- 
ble peacefully. This would radi- 
cally change and improve die 
situation in those territories. 
ELECTIONS, HOWEVER im- 
portant, are not the basic peace 
issues. Those issues are tbe status 


« 


of the West Bank and Gaza, the 
distribution of sovereignty or 
control in those territories, the 
location of Israel’s secure bound- 
aries and the s tru ct ura l rela- 
tionship among Israelis, Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians in a perma- 
nent settlement. None of these 
issues is even remotely addressed 
in what U.S. spokesmen describe 
as “the rally game in town.” In 
preoccupying itself exclusively 
with elections, and exhorting 
others to do so, the U.S. is 
sidetracking the considerable 
Israeli and Arab opinion that is 
ready to think seriously about 
central problems. 




t visions 


American officials tell us that 
there has been no “ripening” of 
conditions for discusring peace, 
security, boundaries and constitu- 
tional structures. Contrary to 
conventional wisdom, our region 


has never been as “ripe” as it is 
today for large visions and hard 
facts. Israel’s political parties, 
media and think-tanks are.refiect- 
ing deeply on new possibilities, 
including confederative and com- 
munity structures that could 
accommodate Palestinian free- 
dom without risk to Israeli secur- 
ity. The Jaffee Institute for 
Strategic Studies at Tel Aviv Uni- 
versity (beaded by mainstream 
defence experts) has formulated 
the far-reaffimg principle that 
“Israeli security can be mam- 
tamed through continued military 
deployment but without physical 
control over aD of tbe territories 
and aD the Palestinian inhabi- 
tants” in the West Bank and 


whomever the Palestinians 
An na to represent them, Hus is 
important, because there s now a 
pragmatic school in m a in s tream 
Palestinian thinking - Moreover, 
the Soviet Union has never been 
more ready than now to oppose 


Israeli pedis report majorities 
for territorial compromises and 
for the principle of dialogue with 


Bang the Middle East. - ■ 

The democratic uprising in 
Eastern Europe strengthens the 
principle that every people is 
entitled to represen t a tives of its 
own choice. Acceptance of this 
simple doctrine could bring die 
Middle East out of anachronism 
into the spirit of the modem age. 

The case ,for discussing the 
major problems now is streng- 
thened by international experi- 
ence in our region; which in- 
structs ns that it is just as difficult 
to get agreements on small steps 
as it would be on central issues. 


. . V * 

Nothing is gained by ptoensthst: 

tion. * 

In the meantime,' the United 
St ates should pobiiefy clarify its 
own doodhirikms onathe crucial 
issue of Pslostudaii jreprcscatfar 
tion in the peace process. Docs 
the United States truly believe 
that it is feasible to hrodoce an 
TgrafnB -P^lfti rimaii diafognclli tot- 
al dissociation from tfie PLO? If 
so, it should give eridence for 
♦hat belief. . 

Or does it conclude, together 
with tbe rest of the world, that 
this is not feasible? In that case, it 
should stale, its ■ finding s openly. 
This would galvanise farad and 
aD the other parties to review 
their situation .and to seek 
pragmatic decisions on their 
home grounds. 

. The death of flhMrion fa a oc ces- 
saiy prelude to the birth of 
realism. — Tbe Jerusalem Post 


Unity movement quietly emerges on 


372 


By Alex Etty 

Tbe Associated Press 

NICOSIA — For the first time 
since Turkey invaded in 1974, 
open i ngs are appearing in the tine 
that divides Greek and Turkish 
Cypriots. Some see it as the first 
sign of a breakthrough toward 
reunification. 

With little fanfare, ordinary 
Greek and Turkish Cypriots have 
been in touch with each other to 
seek an end to 15 years of politic- 
al and religious division on this 
East Mediterranean island. 

“Contact between the two 
communities has been increas- 
ing,” noted columnist Petros 
Andreou in the Cyprus Mail, an 
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fished in tbe Greek Cypriot 


“At last, the two sides are 
beginning to understand each 
other's positm.” 

Events in Eastern Europe 
may have inspired the grassroots 
trend. Since tbe Berlin Wall bet 
gan to crumble in November 
several groups from the rival 
communities have come together 
for the first time in nearly 16 
years. 

In 1974,' the Turkish Army 
seized the northern third of the 
islan d in the wake of a short-lived 
coup by those seekii^unioa with 
Greece. The Muslim Turkish 
Cypriot minority declared the 
Tbrkish-occupied north a repub- 
lic in 1983, but it is recognised 
only by Tlirkey. 

Cyprus still has a long way to 
go before the barriers come (town 
as they have in Europe. But 
columnist Andreou said the 


statelet, has banned Turkish Cyp- 
riots frdm visiting tbe Greek sec- 
tor and refused to allow Greek 
Cypriots to visit the north. The 
Greek Cypriots have imposed no 
travel restrictions. 

But Dcnktash recently allowed 
the door to open a crack: 

— World War n veterans from 
the two communities who fought 
side by side against the Germans 
held an emotional reunion in the 
no-man’s land of the United Nar 
tions-patrolled buffer zone in De- 
cember. Old comrades-in-arms 
embraced, complaining about 
their separation and voicing 
hopes of a settlement. 

— Alpay Durduran, a member 
of the Tu rkish Cypriot parliament 
and leader of the newly formed 
opposition New Cyprus Party, 
attended a public discussion in 
the Greek sector of Nicosia, tbe 
bland’s divided capital, on 
whether the two tides could five 
together again in harmony. He 
described ms visit as “a unique 
and historic event.” 

— A month earlier, Denktash 
allowed Greek Cypriot journal- 
ists to Writ the Turkish sector for 
the first time since the invasion 
and permitted Turkish Cypriot 
doctors to attend a buffer zone 
meeting with Greek physicians. 

United Nations Secretary- 
General Javier Perez de Cuellar 
noted in December: ‘The recent 
relaxation in the crossing proce- 


dures by the Turkish Cypriot tide 
and tbe growing number of con- 
tacts between groups of the two 
tides are positive developments 
which should be built on.” 

Until now, most of the drive 
for reunification has come from 
tire Greek Cypriots, 200,000 of 
whom were forced to flee the 
Turkish north. 

The Turkish Cypriots, outnum- 
bered 5-1, believe that having 
their own enclave affords protec- 
tion from the sectarian violence 
that plagued the island for years 
before 1974, when some 40,000 
Turks fled north from tbe pre- 
dominantly Greek south 

U.N-sponsored .talks between 
Denktash and President George 
Vassiliou, the Greek Cypriot 
leader, on reunifying Cyprus in a 
bizonal federation have dead- 
locked. 

The Greek Cypriots are reluc- 
tant to meet Denktash’s demands 
for political parity or make con- 
cessions they believe would be 
tantamount to reco gnisin g a state 
they and the United Nations 
brand illegal. 

Denktash rejects U.N. resolu- 
tions gaffing for the withdrawal 
from the north of an csri mated 

30.000 Turkish army troops and 

35.000 to 50,000 Turkish settlers 
and the return of Greek Cypriots 
who fled in 1974. 

Denktash argues .that, .this, 
would create security problems 


-for hb community and trigger 
fresh intercommunal dashes. 

But an emerging opposition- 
bloc in the north believes reuni- 
fication, with the proper guaran- 
tees fpr both tides, is toe right 
road. 

Durduran, tbe Turkish Cypriot 
member of parliament, acknow- 
ledged that both sides still fear 
and mistrust each other. 

“Both communities have com- 
mitted atrocities against each 
other,” he said. “But if we want 
to live in a federated state demo- 
cratically, respecting human 
rights, we must avoid the mis- 
takes of the past” 

“Today’s challenge b: Can We 
honestly care about each other? 
Can we escape from the past? 
Our mistakes will teach us how to 
proceed to build a common fu; 
tore together.” 

A predominantly Greek Cyp- 
riot gathering loudly applauded 
ins wads. 

The Greek Cypriot newspaper 
Fhileleftheros said: “It 
takes, courage and vision 
for a Turkish Cypriotpofitidan to 
come to the Grreek Cypriot tide 
and address a Greek Cypriot au- 
dience, ignoring the overt and 
covert threats and intimidation of 
chauvinists of Ins tide.” 
Denktash maintains .that Tur- 
kish Cypriots oppose reunifica- 
tion. But Durduran rejected that. 
'"'“The leadHfiup in' _ toe berth 


III t I 



W 

Cypriot community’s growing 
awareness of social and economic 
problems b finally taking the 
edge off their obsession with the 
islands’s divisions. 

“People are beginning to real- 
ise that there’s more to life than 
the ‘national question’,” 
Andreou wrote. 

“Perhaps the same realisation 
is oys talfcang in the north. If it is, 
then it's quite probable that peo- 
ple will eventually begin to shed 
all their nationalistic fixations and 
instead start to (teal with what b 
really important — how they can 
five in peace on tins island.” 
Since the invasion, Rauf De- 
nktash, president of the northern 


Turkey-U.S. ties haunted 
by proposed Armenian bill 


By John Owen-Davks 


have bedevilled Ankara’s image 
and relations with the West for 


ANKARA — Claims that Arme- 
nians -were victims of genocide in 
Ottoman Turkey have cast a long 
shadow over Turkey’s ties with 
the United States, its major 
NATO ally. 

Turkey has said passage 
through the U.S. Congress of a 
proposed bill designating next 
April 24 as “a national day of- 
remembrance of the 75th 
anniversary of tbe Ar menian 
genocide of 3915-1923” would 


The Armenian issue b one of 
,tbe most sensitive m Turkey, a 
mainly Mnsfim but secular nation 
forged in 1923 from toe ashes of 
Ottoman rule. It has repeatedly 
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Western diplomats do not 
doubt Ankara’s resolve to retali- 
ate against Washington with mea- 
sures that could depress relations 
to their lowest level in three 
decades if the resolution is 


“The European church and 
European Christian culture have 
used the Armenians as a tool 
because they have always bad the 
image of the ‘ugly turk’, “Yulug 
Tekm Kurat, history professor at 
Ankara's Middle East Technical 
Un i ve r s i ty, told a seminar. 

Accounts based in part on corf- 
temporary repor ts by Europeans 
and Americans in Eastern Turkey 
say up to 1.5 million Armenians 
were massacred after Ottoman 
rulers decided in 1915 to deport 
them from the region. 

Official Turkish history says 
Ottoman rulers, who sided with 
Germany in World War I, 
ordered the deportation of Arme- 
nians for alleged collaboration 
with invading tsarist Russian 


“Genocide or any other such 
claims cannot be accepted. It b a 
orismterpretatiofl of tbe inci- 
dent,” a Turkish Foreign Mini* , 
try official said. 

“No Thrkbh government could 
ignore tbe public opinion outcry 
n such a resolution passed,” be 
added. 

Ttokey last year opened Otto- 
man archives to oubfic scrutiny in 


man archives to public scrutiny in 
toe hope of refining charges that 


Turkey, which officially pots 
the number of Armenians in die 
area at tbe time at some 1.2 
million, has said that possibly 
330,000 died as a result of war 
conditions and during the de- 
portations. It says proportionate- 
ly as many Turks died in the same 

period. 

Some 50,000 Armenians, with 
33 active churches of toeir own, 
now live in Turkey, mainly in the 
commercial centre of Istanbul. 

Turkey, which relies heavily on 
U.S. aid to modernise its armed 
forces On NATO’s south eastern 
flank, says the pwogr of the 
proposed bill could revive Arme- 


nian guerrilla -attacks, lead to 
demands for reparations and calls 
for an Armenian homeland. 

Forty-one Turks, many of them 
diplomats and their relatives, 
were killed between 1973 and 
1983 in attacks claimed by Arme- 
nian guerrilla groups. 

Turkish sensitivity over the 
U.S. resolution, proposed by 
Senate Republican leader Robert 
Dole, has been heightened by 
autonomy calls and unrest in 
Soviet Armenia, facing Turkey. 

On the Turkish side lie the 
rams of Ani, 1,000-year-old for- 
mer capital of an Armenian king- 
dom that covered hundreds of 
square miles before its power 
waned in the Middle Ages. 

Western diplomats say the 
Dole resolution b likely to go 
before Congress next month but 
its outcome b uncertain. 

U.S. diplomats in Ankara said 
they saw almost no chance of the 
resolution being put to one ride,, 
given- tbe political power of its 
author, a one-time presidential 
as pi ra n t. 

“Passage of the bill will be a 
great Mow here,” a senior Ank- 
ara-based Western diplomat said. 

“The Turks have taken a poli- 
tical position in winch it wifi be 
very difficult for them not to do 


Relations between Turkey and 
the United States plunged In 1966 
after the then U.S. President 


are likely to be long-lasting.” 
“I think Turkey and the U.S. 
.could be entering a phase even 
worse than after tbe Johnson 
letter or toe U.S. aims embar- 
go,” he added. . 


after the then U.S. President 
Lyndon Johnson warned Ankara 
in a letter, after fighting between 
Turkish and Greek Cypriots, 
against any aimed intervention in 

Cyprus. 

Washington imposed an arms 
embargo on Turkey after Turkish 
troops invaded Cyprus in 1974 
following a short-lived coup in 
Nicosia inspired by the mihtaxy 
junta then ruling Greece. 

“The Johnson letter bad deep- 
rooted effects in Turkey and 
caused a crisis of confidence. The 
embargo, which ended m 1978, 
also left its mark,” a Turkish 
official said. 

Turkey has urged U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush to stop the bill 
.and says it will not accept any 
watering down of the draft. 

“It b oat of the question for us 
to 'accept any concession on tins 
issue,” Foreign Minister Mcsut 
Yilmaz said last month. 

Tarfcey has already imposed 
token restrictions, including stop- 
ping some flying training and 
warship vials, on U.S. military 
activities in Turkey. 

Officials said the resolution 
threatened a defence pact which 
permitted the deployment of 
some 5,000 troops in Turkey- 

Under the pact, due for renew- 
al in 1991, the United States has 
the use of more than 10 Turkish 
base facilities, ranging from logis- 
tical and air support to surveill- 
ance of tiie Soviet Union. 


has tried to tie our tongues and 
forbid ns from using the .word 
reamfiation,” he said. 

“Whoa we talk in & language 
that annoys our leaders we get 
bombs at our doors.” 

£n recent months, two shall, 
bombs have exploded outside 
Duzdnran’s borne in Nicosia’s- 


Turkish sector, causing, slight 
damage. _ 

Rftimificatwm fa also supported 
fay Mustafa Aland, mayor of 
Nkxhia’s Turkish sector, who for 
years has been quietly working 
with hb Greek Cypriot opposite 
number, Leflos Demetriades, to 
build sectarian bridges. 


il aim is 

German 


confederation 

■ 


By Manfred Neaber 

BONN — With hb grand design 
for the restoration of German 
unity West German Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl outlined specific 
ways and means of governmental 
coexistence for aU Germans with- 
in a European framework. 

Hb suggestion of a confedera- 
tion of the two German states 
came in the wake of ideas on a 
communal treaty relationship be- 
tween Bonn and East Berlin 
voiced by the new East German 
premier, Hans Modrow, and was 
aimed at a confederative system 
for Gexmaiw as a whole. 

Tbe eDochHmakmn changes in 


between the two German states 
and aims at a state of peace m 
Europe,” - in which the German 
people can regain its mrity in free 
sett-determination.” 


rational g o ve rnm ent and a far- 
reaching reform of the bankrupt 
economic system in the other 



of peaceftil change in East Ger- 
many in particular, are felt by 


hard times, he says, Bonn has 
keptifive toe sense of awareness 
of national unity. It might not yet 


The Bonn government sets 
great store by closer cooperation 
with East Germany “directly be- 
nefiting people on both sides.” It 
b prepared to make a substantia] 
conmootkm toward a foreign ex- 
change fund to enabfe people'in 
the East -financially to travel free- 

Germany makes n easier iorpco- 
pie from West Germany to- visit 
the East, scraps the compulsory 
exchange requirem ent for viators 
to the East and itself contributes 
foreign exchange toward the 
fund. 
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Bundestag address on Deutsch- 
landpofitik that was noted with 
keen interest all over the world. 
With a glance in ins European 
neighbours’ direction, be went on 
to stress that: “Not freedom but 
the suppresskra of freedom is the 
cause of instability.” A climate of 
trust and. confidence m ost first be 
created by means of fag-r eaching 
disarmament and aims control. 

Tbe ten-point programme 
drawn up by the West German 
chancellor starts with hmrt<Mfeir«» 


many, includes medium-term 
projects to step up cooperation 


LETTERS 


and Berlin and modernisation of 
East Ge rman y ' s totally outdated 
telephone network. 

Promising aid from West Ger- 
many p resupp osed abolition of 
“bureaucratic economic plan- 
ning” in the East. There could 
only be an economic recovery if 
East Germany were to be opened 
up for Western investment, to 
establish free-market economic 
conditions and to permit free 
enterprise. What people- in the 
East want b economic freedom 
and prosperity, the West German 
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L’Orient dansfe muslque classique occiderrtale 


XIXe: sur le chemin des sources 


Avec k ronunfisme, qni canw&risc to nmsiqae 
ooddenfak an XIXe stick, rovkoklBnie fearop£en 
prend pea k pea k chemin da somta. U conK 
posifem’ a&exmmd Sdmmaan s^pi«d , «k^eiide 
persaniie islami$& dans Pune de ses aenms* En 

X^. g omurianr * d’akranl pris fa rite tea mflexi flwtswsfcafeftoffettata 
rOriem m pane de WnodeiL Ccri rente* pore "Le Pxn&s et b PM"; 
me “romance orientate" 6crite ca cede innov a tion tiY&tiqae eoftta It 
JOT par Thom* Mow*. “LaBah 

RiHHch”, qts au p irea S rimamw, ^ nt jega par ta* u wuuqw iai. 
™®5» Fdtirieo David. et«oSn P mI Sriwp aa irn pcoait me to amriqac 

odartato ye dfettle tits* at temps 
( C«t aprito avoir mis ca antique bcmcoup pin* refcaa tpie cehndeia 
«s poteK* de Goethe, c anal** da anakioc ocrideatfate. Sep ctaenn 

reeuea oriental "Le Divao.” quo 
Robert Se hinm ugi taupe Ifemn 
oratorio coder door le ddoor strait b 
^ene a rtokn a c . H l’ inte r cm c an per- 


France, Ffikieo David puis Saint-Sagos s’en voot & 
to dlcouverte des d»tonies». Ds en rapportent les 
transaipfions de thfenes et de chansons entendues 
en Egypt*, en Alggrfe,*. dont ne s’inspiront pourtant 
qoe timidemeixt tears contemporains et successeurs . 


rteoaqttts. 

Go i Tntercwa nt fe des bin Wstori- 
ques ou Iggendaues orientaux, les 
romamkraea appTofoo dissent leur 
rapport a iu purimonc wt‘ 
jusque Ifa dimmer. Oure act 


rapport a un patntnoisc evtictnoe 
‘ dtmwer. Ooire act Seder 
cfspii* Goethe (doot tea texios itiont 



woxuge myfluquc des Pin*, dtaifiea 
par Moore oooum des tees mat- 
wttotSf tziDsbaxnds par Hitafls ca 
proehe* des tee s hmuios. 
Vena ndrioire mice ca arauqac 
per S d nma nn : rate P£ri endutute 
da Pmdxs. car die doit expier nae 
wale — qai ctancarc incoomc — co 
fatsant im don * Allah. 

Dans sob premier voyage nr tene, 
efle aperpoit lottxes les ncheaaes de 
rOriem ; jamais efle ne suffitoat ft 
*P*iscr b oafere divine ... ESe sc 
rend aloes cor un champ de batadte ; 
eOe y recacffle le sang dtm ieone 
bte» Uen£ sxateDement en otten- 
dant sa oatrie. Man na cbocur efieste 


modft gwrikmmt Badoncs. La dsau 
de b P&t fan ns. s’ap an e be en 
larges vofanec. Sc hmn atgi a tansem 
cn moriqnc on qoll o op nuMait dec 


(tons ft la Gn da uftde par Hugo 
Wotf) T Schumann retrouvera rOriem 
sue uitune tos dam aes ‘^Images 
(TOrient" poor piano ft qoatre 


le hvze de Tbocoas 


Q donna, ft so* 

oonleur 

pour dime ks 

b 



La ookwhsarton par le France de 
pays du Prochc-Onent et de 


, cha toy ante, 
de rO- 


L'atuodc Sc 



Aobw jmt npport ♦ Jm jwaiitac 




Son socood voyage anr tore ran* 
mtee dans b dtushre cTune vserge 
momame : eSe i annpft b peace en 
aoigoant son 6ane£ a n ei i a par b 
terrible mabdSe. R ecoetft uu te der- 
mer sotnar de oetteftue pure, bMn 
en bit doa so (3d. En van ... 

Enfin, b P£ri p c a co o tr c an pftebcor 
repentant. EUe Ini rtemapde aes 
tonnes poor le* oBrir ft A9ah : lea 
deux s’ouvtoh, on Ghoenr triumphal 
s’^panouh! Seuk les fdens de rhora- 
me reveaant ft hd peuvent sttcadfe 
Allah, et servir de trifant ft b F6cL 

LTce m e n se issue de oettc Ugende 
sor la rfdemptioB a sans doom feu 
Schumann aidant qne fatmoaphftre 
do f£ftrie parane dans bqoeSe dfe k 
dtemb. Mus le oon sp os n e o r a cber- 


cncra, Dc cd bo r co en (Ac, (deotnex u 
“Marebe torque sur lec ks sines 
iTAibteeO, teaetfl encore tribn- 

; flcSe dot l 4 t 2 SQEf 9 CO£S M 

k xvxne Slide. Pour 
a'a pas m ra p ris 



dpes d’ane qsclcooquc mouqne 
ooeuak. Sen oeuvre sc vcttl one 
priumie tfanbiaocc nppoafte de cea 
canto oft auum BBiucicn wrawi- 
uwmpajsni. Le 
90 SfliMiu i nn epo 
ait; eskmCrae pro jet teds Cad Maria 

— r-i- 

tQh *tGvOi« 

Ce dernier ft feoqpt b Prochc- 
Orient dans use oeuvre origmale : 
sop. "Koontstfidc" pour pumo et 


ranmmeara fc, 
dfedtoain 
■vo e lettrs 
V o y age ft biob dramatiqiK et triom~ 
ptud, parcemt de souvema des pays 



rAftiqw ds Nerd, feptique eejtaine- 
dciu h paracoluite (k roriemdisme 
nmsical franqais : to facifirt des 
voyages pennet ft quclqucs com- 
pociteu ra de s’aventurer ft no ter des 
eoteadts sur pbee, et ft les 
uamtri i e dans leun oeuvres. Bien 
sftr, ce sood d’authentirilf a drank 
Sea ft uoe mode exotique, arabisuic. 
qtd se reflftie dans les romances cfaan- 
t6e> dam ks sake* bourgeois (voir 
'‘Medj<”. "chanson arabc" de 
Clwrifs Gounod). Mato des jalous de 
cp oth town e e objec tive torn posfts, tea 
p remier s du genre covers vne tradi- 
tion en tool points differente. 

Llmtieirnr bt, dans ce doraaine, 
le compcmtcm FAkkn David, un 
peu OBblii de nos jours. Cfttut un 
saiBMteoraen, fervent dtoriplc de 
pftre Enfiuatin. Loraque le crack de 
peasfe de ce dernier tut irrtcrft par k 
mi Louto-Phffippc, FMden David se 
fit nonuner mtouoanaire en Egypte. U 
restt deux ans an Caine, dc 1833 ft 
1833. Lft, son talent de m u akien 
reprend k drams : il note des thftmcs 
de chimsoot entendues dans les cafes 
el les rues de b vfilc, et en sifnphfie 
les contour* afinde les transerire dans 
b notation ocddeatale. 

Gene tntDScriptioo ne pent tee 
qa'appnuhnitivc: b toaaliti ettto- 
pftenne fait les intervalles non tern* 
pftrfs (difttrents ou pita petit* qoc te 
denri-toa). D'xutre pvt, les techni- 
ques voades de to Frame du XIXe 


stock a 'ont pa to fibertl des chants 
improvises par des wix <gypttennes 
... Enfin, le piano ne peut prtendre 
dooncr un Equivalent des timbres 
usitfts par to* vutdoscs orieoiaux. 

Pourtam, malgrd tons res obstadra 
ft to eomprteenston iTtmc autre tradi- 
tion, to tentative de Ftiidcn David 
mftnte (Tfitre recotmnc cotnme k 
point dc depart d’nne nouvdk atti- 
tude. Ses oeuvres, "Lallah Roukh" 
((Tapris Moore), M Le DEscn". " Morse 
an Sinai", opt inspire ]*orienti- 
lismc de Berlioz (description du 
Ddsert de Jnddr dans "L'Entosce ctoi 
Christ)", et de Massenet dans l’epdn 
"Thais." 

Camille Saint- Sates a effcctpE » hn, 
de noteenx sEjoun en Afnqne du 
Nord cr au Proche-Orient S en rap- 
porte des thtetes ootEs : oo pent 
sa dEmaiche, sou vent atten- 



tionnEe juson’aa systEmitisiue, i 
thnomusicofogique". 11 utilise 
maiErisa dans sa "Suite AlgErienw 
de 1880, “Africa" (1891). son -Con- 
certo pour piano sur des' themes 
dtitioptens," et dans son grand opEra 
"Saxmon et DaHla." 

En effectnaot eette recherche, 
Saint-Safes erakraU renouvekr son 
tongsge. et wipr par des inodes 
nouveaux !e systime musical 
occidental. B est to seul compositeur 
de to fin du XIXe stoefe qm se soit 
toumE vers les musiqoes arabes pour 
reno u v ek r sa technique. Pins tard, 
lorsqoc Debussy, Roussel ou Mes- 
siaen songeront ft d*autres horizons 
nmsjcxux. Us r^aideront vers Bali, 
riade, to /a poo ... Ls a n ti qu e frao- 
(die savante se fennera a inti 
durabtemem ft to tradition arabe. A 
moms qoc, comme dans le chef- 
cfoeuvre de Ravel, "ShEhErazade," 
cSc ne se eomtente de reader ns 
Orient imagmaire sans support au- 
thentique. 

Jkna-Otrtotopbe Marti. 


Aida de Verdi 

Les contingences de la culture 



Maqoette pour ASda {1901 ) L 

La creation oioavemeniEe 
d’-Aida” de Verdi, cn 1871, est 
one bonne illustration du rapport 
culture! emre les vies murieaks 
orien talcs et occidcqtales : con* 
ditionnE par ks eontinsences poli* 
bques. et estbEnqucmcnt imprEris. 
On commanda 1'opera i Verdi 
pour to nouveau Theatre Italkn 
(sic) du Caire, et pour cEkbrcr du 
fn£me coup rouverture du Canal 
de Suez. L'acuon se situant dans 
l*Egyptc des Pharaons, Verdi de- 
man da ft (’Egyptologue frangais 
Marie tie de coneevoir les dEcors et 
costumes, par soud d’aulhcntidtE. 

La prcnuEre devait avoir lieu en 
janvier 1871. Mato on dEdda de 
fabriquer tos dEcors ft Paris : le 
de to capitalc par tos Afle- 
mauds empEdia Marirtte, les pein- 
tres et tous ks accessoires d’aniver 
ft temps au Caire. 

Finalement, "Aida" frit jouEc ft 


la veille de Noel 1871. devam un 
public venue des quatre coins . - de 
I'Europe! 

Contrairement ft uoc idEe reque, 
Verdi ne fit nultement la pan bclk . 

sa musiqae, ft la reconstitu- 
tion de Mariette. D prttera mettre 
I ’accent, sur 1' intrigue am ou re use 
du Svret, ce qui en fail nn dc ses 
opEras les plus ioumistes! Ce 
matoatendu perdurc encore de nos 
jours, ou "Aida,** ft cause peut- 
Etre de sa fameuse fanfare, est 
regardEe comme one oeuvre ft 
grand spectacle. 

Quant ft rorieeiahsmc de la musi- 
que, il se limite ft quelques recettes 
mElodiques et orcbestrales que 
Verdi n’a pas invente lui-meme. 
comme on peut 1’entendre dans to 
cbocur des Pretres qui commence 
to deux&me acte. 

J-C. M. 


65 deputes ont vote ta confiance £ Moudar Badrane 

Majority condittonneUe pour le gouvemement 


Au tonne de trois Jo tnute de t M w ls , ia Chambre des 
dSpntfs a votf fawH fa conflmce an goenen iciiient de Moodar 
Buirane par 65 voh, contre 9 et 6 ahsMons. Le snocte do 

Trois jouxs conaEcurift tie dteao; 

47 demandes de ^pnroks:, jannto to 
Pariemcni jordamen n'a comm, de 
toute son histoire, sEaaoe am ton- 
gue. EtMom co ntrownfe . Cores. 65 

voklaod^flfJ*. 

coofianfe au gouverncmctit de 
Moudar Badrane. ftfato to ppeati e r 
mhnstre a ^dem en t cbuyE de s6- 


premier minSstre ne Ini gam n tft expendant pas de mqjoritE 
sta ble. 


Tbooqan al-Hmdawi a notammeo* 
accuse M. Badrane de porter hn and 
te respmuabStE de rendetteme&t du 
royaume. Rejetaut lea ar g u m en ts du 
nouveau cabinet, seloo kqueto ks 
raisons de to crise Eeonoariquc soot 
imputabks au prEoEdcnt g oa vg r ne- 
menr de Zdd Riffel, to d EpmE dlibid 
et ancton vice prenuer-stioitre du 
cabinet dEdm en avrfl dernier s ’est 
bncE dans to dEmonteation du coo- 


ft rappu.1 

Rappdast que Mender Badrane 
avait EfE ft to the dagouvetnemeni de 
7976 ft 7984, Tbooqan ri-Hrodawi a 
affinsE one toft rmmu a i t-de fEtar 
arafcu r m fcJn r3;7^Sards de doBara 
daran t oettc pExtode, sofa' ft pone tin 
mffltoxd de- mans que sous Zeid 
RifcL Quant ft la co r r u p tio n, “die a 
feat nartie de ta vie jordanknne" 
dams 20 ans, a-t-ff farncGi rAssemb- 
Wo6« 

QuaHfiEs d* "Mt agues peaonnd- 
tos”, "violates" et “imtooemes" par 
axtain de ses eoBftgue^ sea propos 
on z regu 1’ap^robarioti pfaa ou mom* 


damentaliste de to coalition des 
Frtees tnttsuhnans, tous deux dEpotEs 
d'Amt 


ggsoo6c 

qui comme fan oat votE "non” hmdi 
sotr. Amri de Vaontb Karrash, d£pu- 

t6 fi|ynff>c 


indteendant, 
de fbelfah Abdel Ab«r Zanat, fon- 


Ce dernier s’est d’aiDeurs dEsoti- 
darisE de b oonfrdrie. en reftKanc la 
co nfiime e -ad gouvemement. Les- 19 
autres ten de ragoriatioc ont-rat 
«Hfet accwdE tour sontien ft Moudar 
Badrane. Forgo par tos ofaservateun 
co mme un sucees pour le nouveau 
cabinet et une vtctrare personndto 
pom to premier mimstre, ce rank- 
metrt teste nEanmoins fragBc. 

Pendant les trois jouraEes de 
dteats, to* extrSmistes refimenx et 
tours syaqnthisaids, qui represenrent 
to principal courant ft to Qutmbre, ont 
kM^oemcnt bEsitE. Reveaant ft to 
charge ap rt s tour Echec au moment 
de to formation du g ou v em ement. 


dEbut dEcembre. tos Frtres mosul- 
mans ont cxkE to mise en application 
stride de to Sharia (kn rilanuque), to 
s up pies shm totale de la kn martiato, 
on encore to rehabilitation des fbne- 
tionnairas EcartEs de leur travail poor 
"ratoon pofitique." 

En pforaettam un renforcement de 
tlmeimetion de to vente (Fatoool par 
des musulmans, de sa consomniaoon 
km de rEceptions offidelks, et en 
assuram que les lois dn pays s*umn- 
rent amptoment de to Sharia, Moudar 
Badrane a cmportE leur adhEaon. 
Une **d*E*»«n nhnmflhs quafifiEe 
par tos dteu t Et mtamtotes conser- 
vat eura de «imp to "chance” * w| "* 1 
au premier nunistre. 


Alain Renon. 


Projet japonais pour 2020 

Hotel de Fespace 

L’onc des pins grand es entreprises japonaises de construc- 
tion Etndie actueOement on projet d ’installation d’nn h6tel % en 
orbite autonr de la Terre. ^L’Etabtissement” ponrraxt ouvrir 
ses potles en 2020. 


Dans une trentaine d’annEes, des 
fortunes ft la recherche de 
sensations fortes pouxront s’envokr 
vets to premier hdtel de I’espace. Ce 
projet rah actueOement 1'objet d’une 
Etude approfondk par l'une des plus 
grandes sociEtEs de construction nip- 
pones, S himizu Cotp., la premiftre au 
Japon ft avoir crEE son propre 
dEpartcment de recherche span ale. 

JEn orbite autour de la Terre ft 
environ 450 km d’altitute, 1’hdtei en 
question sera eonstituE de modules 
transport^ par avion spatial et 
assemblEs dans 1’espace par des 
astronautes EquipEs de robots. Con- 
scrurt amour a*un cyiindre de 240 nt 


de long, il eomprendra au sonunet un 
large dtoque sur tequel viendront se 
"poser” 64 cfaambres. capables d'ac- 
coefllir 100 visit eurs. Un grand mod- 
ule pyramidal, placE sous les cham- 
bres, servira de hall de reception. 

Scion i ’Etude rEahsEe par Shitnim, 
cet hdtel devra effectucr une rotation 
de trois tours par minute sur hri- 
mftme pour erfier une pesanteur artifi- 
delle, proebe de celle de la Terre. Le 
week-end spatial ne sera eepeadact 
ft la oortEe de routes les bourses. 



japonaise Evalue to prix (Tun 
sEjour de 48 heures, pension et 
voyage compris... emre 176.000 et 
211.000 doBara (D’aprfcs agences). 



For aO 


Racking, 

Air Freight Forwarding, 


Door-to-door Service, 
Ticketing and 
Reservation needs, 

r 

please caU: 

AMIN KAWAR St SQNS 

Abdel Hamid Sharaf Street 
Shmctoani 

. . P.O. Box- 7806 
Amman, Jordan 
Tef. 604676, 604696 



■ CROWN 

WTL EST. 
packing, shipping, 


i 



EVERY 
DAY 


PEOPLE WHO NEED 


CL E AH TUG 

% SERVICES 



CAU US! 

a 

P.O.Box 925229 AMMAN 


Electrohix 




TeL 604671 



The first & best 
Chfmse Restaurant 
inJordan 

KtQftizJabal Amman, near 
AhftyyahGkis School 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

. 630-Midnight 

Tei. 633968 


OfM 

MANDARIN 
CtHnete Restaurant 



mo HAIG 

Pv^essTonal Quality in 
1 HourScrvkh 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMMO photo 


• From mutmrg 
moot 20 x 30 


Sbmcisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Fhonci 604042 
Swefittb te): 823891 


Slide film 
Processing by 


CAMERA CLINIC 

QUALITY REPAIR SERVICE. 
FOR ALL CAMERA MAKES 


l VASH1CA 


Same Day Service 
for all E6 films at 

Salbashian 

Trading Co. 

Wadi Saqra xtr. 

Next to Petra Bank 
Headquarters 

Tei : 63341 8 




cuisine in Amman. 

Chines* Raring pot is auatobto 


Opeadriy 1240-35-30 
IW-23'30 

Wad Saqra Road -near Traffic 

Bridge 

_ Atman. Jordan 

V TO: 661922 X 




CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtqtw tor 

Lunch Friday only 

Tel: $18214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m . * 

6:30 - Midnight / 



Budqets 

If you have hied the rest 
now come to the BEST 

BUDGET 
rent a car 

sensational 
40% discount 
Christmas offer 

Tel: 604231 



H. DERDERIAN & SON 

DOWNTOWN - AMMAN 
OPPOSITE AP.AD DANK 

TEL : 622420 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 

Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX 



i ■ 



mi* 


to*' 


FffiST CLASS INDIAN 

BifTAUftfUIT 

Special Exacuttee Luncheon* 

T^^awaysen/te 

' avafiable 

Open DaBy12JK)-a30pm 
* 7J0-T1.30pm 

Alter the PhUMtelphto Hotel 
Toward* 3id code 


Tf>- bo9ul9 659520 





jVAV.V^. ■ - . 




The Best Qualty For 

House Hold 
APPliances 

Miele 

^MagicChef 

MECCA ST. 
TbI82S466 / 823477 






EN BREF 


LoS nsarliaie. Le premier minbtre jordankn a annonefi lundi soir devan. tc 

n ■ _ . _ - ■ • L ■ Jl _ m - . ! J U 



suppiim6cs dans “quaere ft six mob au m ax imum 


Opinion. Uoc majoritl d’lsrsteeus se dfclare favorable ft des n^gocuitkins 
entre 1’Erat Mbrtu et 1'OLP, sebm un soodage public merer inJi ,ur to 
quotidien populaire de Jintsakm “Hadashot". A ta questioo: "Dirvonvr.wu> 
en fin de comptc nfgoder avec 1'OLP?", 50% des penooncs iuterrog^c^ i«n 
ripoodu par I'afEimativc. 37% par to negative. 12% umi rentes mdecj>e»- 

Accrochage. Uoc patrouille de l'anote israftiieiane a ouven to feu jeudi 
matin centre deux hommes, qui leutaieot de fraoebir to Jourdain d'Est en 
Ouest et de s’infiitrer dans ks tetri toires occup£s. L'un des deux i neon u us, qut 
out pris la fuite. aurait 6k bless6. En 1989, hint incidents armte ont 6te 
agnates ft la frOnttere « sur la hgne de cessez-le-feu israflo-jordanienne. 

Munidpaks. Des Elections munid pales seront organisers en niai prochain 
dans ('ensemble du royaume, a annonc6 mercredi ft Amman k ministre des 
Affaires rnrales et muniri pales, Abdoul Karim aJ-Dughmi. Le premier senitin 
devrait. scion lui. se dteouler ft Zarqa, deuri^tne viUe du pays. Le> 
municipality soot aetudlernem dirigtes par des co miks oommfc. par to 
gouvemement. 

CCA. Les premiers ministres des pays membres du Conseil de cooperation 
arabe (CCA) se rfeiriront to 16 janvier ft Bagdad. 11 s'agjt, a indiqu6 mercredi 
to secretaire gte6ral du CCA, d’une conference preparatoire au qua ini me 
sommet de Torgantoation, qui doit se deroufer cn fuvricr ft Amman. 

OLP-Annlyersaire. L'OLP organise du 10 au 16 janxier au Caire un festival 
culnirel pour c6l6brer le 25c anniversaire de la lutie a rake patostinienne. 25 
artistes et 6crivains des territoires occup6s devraient partidper ft to manifesta- 
tion, que Yasser Arafat et Hosni Mourbarak inaugureroat ensemble. Le chef 
de 1'OLP a par ailleurs assure jeudi les responsabtos du mouvemeni israelien 
“Tendez la main ft la paix," qu'il les rencontre ra personncllement ft (’occasion 
du rassemblemem d’un millier de paafistes isnk liens ,s ptevu dans to capitale 
egyptienne fin janvier ou debut f6vrier. Scion 1'OLP, des parkrncmaircs 

euraptens partiapenoiu egakmeot ft P6vfnement. 

Soaxien. L’ Arabic Saoudite a verse mardi ft 1'OL P 1S.06 miDioos de dullais. 
montant de sa contribution pour to dernier trimestre de 1989 au Funds dc 
soutien ft nntifada. Ryad s’est ainsi aquirte de to totalite de son engagement 
poor rarutee ecoutee, soit une somme de 72J4 millions de dollars. 

Accalmie. L’interposition d‘unii6s palesriniennes entre les iniliccs chutes 
rivatos, qui se baneni deptiis deux scmaincs au Sud-Liban a permis d'insUiurer 
jeudi un calme relam dans to region. Seals des tiis inienniiients se 
pouisuivaient hier soir ft 1'est de Saida. Les comba Hants palestinkos du Fatah 
de Yasser Arafat as’aiem pris position mercredi sur une colline, que se 
dispute ru Amal et to Hezbollah, pour mettre fin aux acerochages. 

Aonn-BNP. Michel Aoim a confinne mercredi les informations, pubiiees par 
I’hcbdomadairc satirique franqais “Le Canard Enchalne,” scion lesquelles il 
Hk pn^i- dc 15 millions de dollars sur des camples de la banque BNP en 
France. R£futam qu’B s’agisse de “compte secret,'* to general chrftien 
hTunak a affir m^ que cet argent ne sen qu’ft “to defense" (du r6duit- 
diretien). La BNP, de son oftte, a porte plaiote ft Paris mercredi pour 
violation du secret professioanel. 

Pirates. Deux pirates, dquipte d’une vedette rapide ont 6te arret 6s aux 
Emir ats aprts avoir attaque hmdi un navire marchand dans le Golfe d’Oman, 
jadis nomnte to “Cdte de Pirates." Les deux hommes avaient vote pour plus 
de 2,5 millions de marchandises en pleine mer. D s'agit, scion la presse 
d’Abou Dhabi, du premier acte de pirarerie recense dans to rtgion depuis 
plusieurs dteennies. 

Norie ga. Arrtte mercredi soir par les troupes de I'annec antericaines ft sa 
sonje de I’ambassade du Vatican ft Panama, to general Manuel Antonio 
Noriega a £te offideltoment inculp6 de comptiate de trafk de drogue 
avant-mer ft Miami . L’anden bomme fort du Panama, arrive jeudi matin en 
Floride, a compare dans raprts-nridi devam un juge federal, qui lui a 
communique tos sept chefs d’accusation portes contre lui en kvrier 1988 par la 
justice americaine. La reddition du general Noriega, ancien agent de to CIA 
(centxale de rensdgnement americaine) a mis fin ft prts de deux semaines de 
blocus mDitaire de to nondature apostolique de Panama. 

Havel. Le nouveau president de to Republique tcbdcoslovaque a effeente 
mar di une courte viate de travail ft Berlin- Est puis ft Munich, oh il s’est 
respectivement entre ten u avec son homologue est-allemand et to premier 
ministre, puis avec to chancclicr Kohl. Pour sa premiere visile ft 1'etranger 
depuis son election, to 29 dfoembre. Vadav Havel a notamment dedart qu’il 
ne craignait pas (’unification allemande “dans un cadre dftmocraiique et 
rairopeen." 

DteiolitioD. “Nous aliens dteroGr k mur de Berlin, il est devenu inutile.'' a 
dedard mercredi le chef de TEtat est-allemand dans one interview au journal 
“Bfld Zeitung.” Manfred Geriach a precise que le mur pounait etre remplacd 
par de installations marquant la frontiftre “comme dans les autres 

pays.” le maire de Beriin-Est a fat savoir le m£me jour qu’il pendtait plutet 
pour son “[emplacement par un grillage.” 

■ 

Pollution. La vine et to region de Lyon (sud-csr de la France) ont connu du 
29 decern bre au 2 janvier Talerte ft to pollution atmosphdrique to plus longue 
j amais enregistr6e en France. Des emissions 6kv£ee& de dioxyde de soufre 
avaient £te enregisir6es ft to fin du mois dernier en raison d’un anticyclone 
responsable (Tun “couverde" hermetiqne au dessus de cene rtgion trts 
indnstrialiste. 

VoL Huh teiles cTHenri Matisse ont 6t6 voltes to semaine demkre a Nice 
(sud de la France), ffarw Ja residence me me da peiatre, dtedde en 1954. Les 
cambriokurs se sont introdtrits dans to maison aprfts en avoir escalade to 
faqade et oot dteoupe tos oeuvres an cutter. Les tableaux ont dte estintes ft 13 
millions de dollars. 

Bffil La Tour Eiffel a vu ddfitor prts de 5,6 nullions de visiieurs ep 1989. 
nnnA. (jg son ccntcttaiie, a annonci hmdi la soctete d’exploitation du 
monument parisien. Ce nombte constiftie probabtoment le record des dix 
demi&res Depuis son inauguration, to 31 mars 188V par son 

constiucteur Gustave Eiffe l, plus de 120 millions de personnes ont visite to 

Tour. 

Concerts. Daniel Barenboim dirigera le Phitonnooique de Berlin, en qua Lite 
de chef invite, du 8 au 17 avril prochains ft l'occasion d'une tournte de la 
formation en IsraftL Barenboim travaiUe actuellenteat ft Berlin-Ouest ft 
renregistrement de “Perrifal" de Wagner avec 1’orcbestrc que dirigea jusqu'ft 
sa more l'Auiricfaien Her b e r t von Karajan. 


A L AFFICHE 


Floyd, the wall; Gorillas in the mist; Dead 


It came upon the midnight deer, 

de Peter H. Hunt, avec Mickey 
Rooney, Scott Grimes et Barrie 
YoungfcBow. Un detective renaite 
S’apprKe fa Mnmener SOD petit-Bl 
passer Nodi fa New York, quad 3 
snocombe fa une crise eutfbque. Le 
vieil bomme obtient dn Gel la per- 
mission de neve n ir sur Tenre ft la 
cowfitioo quH retrouve 1’ange chaise 
de rtpaodre l’csprit de to fete sur la 
vOle... 

emit — Mote, ifeinr r^- 7 a jtmB H 
j aavfar fa IfahM (ca ttfMs). 


7: Et Dieu erta la femme 
(USA); Working girl; Mb&aipi burning; 
Birdy; Betrayed. 

Lndi fc The (root; Hanna and her fasten; 
Play it again, Sam; Midxugbt summer sixth 
comedy; An ge l heart 
Mardi 9i 2 a Assault 13%; Barbarella; The 
passenger. The tost emperor. 

Mtw wa 16 Good, bad and ugly; Mad 
Max (I); Scanners. La Maitreae du Beute- 
nant Craaqais; Zapriski point. 

JewS 11: Cherry 2.000; silver bultet; 
Nicholas and Alexandra; The postnan 
always riqgs twice; Icecafaf in Akx. 
Vtadredi 12: Salsa; Portrait of Gcany, 
John and Mary: Francis; Cat people. 


steto de films dort Pi 
Gerard Deparfflen cm I Tate* pr ilt 
p r in cipal. Cette 


Ytn fan origbale. Tfls MMl. 
Route de 1’ioimiitt de Jordasie. ft drake 
riM fe e -a im pab pmnlht fa 
Le clnt - dn b ae tn—e ft etrrirae 


Le SkR| de Jacques Roufio, avec 
Gteard Depardieu. Jean Carmet et’ 
Michel Kccoli (1978). Quand un 
tfto dCT 1 * inspect eur des impdts et sm 
frrngan t assocfe se mcttent fa spdmfer 
sor le suae— 


(- 

Hnf rhitr fa 13b00, 15hOO, 

17b00, 18h30et20fa00. Nouveau film, 
le hindi fa 20h00. Projection poor les 
jeunes, to jeudi fa 15h00. 

fc MaDoac; The accused; Pink 


EXPOSITION 

Pdnture. Exposition de tableaux du 
peintre irtondais Conal McIntyre, 

ItilHih rnmnll . ila ante li an lar mr in it 
Jaavier. Eatrte Un. 

TELEVISION 

SBenoe , on to urne. 20 amides de 
gwtema fran g ai s, racoutecs par J ean- 
Ptoree Maury et Rahaf Badaro, et 
illastrtes par de oombreux extraits de 
films. 


JTV, 


7 jnvkr li IffalS. 
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EC trade proposals fall 
short of Gulf Arab hopes 


Members of the six-state Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) say 
they arc disappointed with trade 
proposals approved by the EC 
last month because they do not 
fift painful protective barriers 


against die group’s key indns- 


One obstacle to a quick agree- 
ment with the EC is the failure of 
die Gulf states so far to agree 
common tariffs within the region, 
necessary in any bargaining with 
the European grouping. 

But the bigger problem is what 
the GCC sees as EC insistence on 
blocking its crucial petrochemical 
and other products. 

“The proposed draft does not 
fntfffl our desire for a more open 
market between the two re- 
gions,” Abdullah A1 Quweiz, 
GCC secretary-general for eco- 
nomic affairs, said. 

“We are attempting to diver- 
sify our economies into new ave- 
nues for petrochemicals, ahuni- 
irium and refined products... 
there are measures which will 
hinger the accessibility of these to 
the European market,” he told 


BAHRAIN (R) — European Community (EC) prop- 
osals for a free trade pact with Gulf Arab states fall 
for short of the developing bloc’s expectations and 
wffl mak e negotiations long and difficult, regional 
officials say. 

Reuters by telephone from his 
Riyadh office. 

Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, 
Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates form the 
GCC, an economic and political 
alliance. 

The group has been urging the 
12-member EC, its main t rading 
partner, to lift tariffs on GCC 
exports to help narrow a trade 
deficit which readied $4.4 bfifion 
in 1988. 

EC products account for over 
40 per cent of the GCC market. 
Most enter with little or no duty 
while cheaply-produced Gulf pet- 
rochemicals face tariffs of up to 
14 per cent. 

EC Industrial Affairs Commis- 
sioner Martin Bangemaim visited 
Saudi Arabia and Bahrain last 
week in a bid reassure Gulf offi- 
cials that the scheduled 1992 
breakdown of remaining barriers 
within the EC was not meant to 
keep out their products. 

Quweiz described the talks as 
encouraging but said a period of 
“long and complicated negotia- 
tions* 1 lay ahead. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, January 4, 1969 
Central Bank official rates 


finunc 
French franc 


4113 415.4 
1103 1113 


U3. dollar 
Pound Striding 

T V.u t wly mn r fr 


B»y 

649.0 655.0 
1043.6 1054.0 
376.2 380.0 


Japanese yen (lor 100) 4473 4513 

Dolth wriMw 


ScM Swedish down 


ttaitaa Bra (for 100) 
(for 1(f) 


3333 3363 
103.6 104.6 
503 50.8 

177.0 178.8 


Amman Financial Market 
weekly trading 

Following is a summary of trading during last week and the 

previous week: 



« 

V 

Dec. 30-Jan. 3 

Dec. 23-27 

Daily average 

JD 2,584,303 

JD 1,069,881 

Total volume 

JD 10,337,213 

JD 9,949,611 

Total shares 

5,483,642 

5349,405 

No. of contracts 

5,148 

4350 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 5,483,742 

JD 4312300 


(53.0%) 

(45.2%) 

Financial 

JD 3,002,843 

JD 3341,420 


(29.0%) 

(38.6%) 

Service 

(16.9%) 

(14.6%) 

Insurance 

(1.1%) 

(1.5%) 

Share price index 

140.2 

137.3 

No. of companies 

64 

68 

Price movement (rise) 

54 

36 

(decline) 

4 

23 

(stable) 

6 

9 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsesskm 

on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 1.6320/30 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 1.1600/10 

Canadian dollar 

1.6888/95 

Deutscfaemarks 

1.9060/70 

Dutch guilders 

1 5444/S4 

X mmJ 1 1 U *TT 

Swiss francs 

35.48/53 

Belgian francs 

5.7650/700 

French francs 

1266/1267 

Italian lire 

144.20/30 

Japanese yen 

6.1800/50 

Swedish crowns 

6.5600/50 

Norwegian crowns 

6.5720/75 

Danish crowns 

One ounce of gold 401.45/401.95 

U.S. dollars 

V 



SYDNEY — Australian stocks' dosed firmer for the fourth time 
this week as the market's bullish tone continued. The AJ1 
Ordinaries index rose 4.0 to 1,710.8. 

TOKYO — Reports that Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev 
cancelled all January meetings with foreign officials to focus on 
domestic events sent the Tokyo share index tumbling. The Nikkei 
fell 438.12 to 38,274.76. 

HONG KONG — Tokyo's retreat gave investors an excuse to sell 
on a market lacking enthusiasm or news. The Hang Seng index 
tumbled 29.01 to 2,839.94. 

SINGAPORE — Prices fell in a nervous reaction to Tokyo’s 
plunge but one analyst said there were no local negative factors. 
The rev amp ed Straits times industrial index lost 2.70 to 1,531.47. 


BOMBAY — Share prices rallied strongly despite higher contango 
(carry-forward ) charges fixed for new account trading. 

FRANKFURT — Equities fell on fears that Soviet leader Mile hail 
Gorbachev’s decision to delay meetings with foreign visitors 
would harm liberalisation in Eastern Europe. The Dax index 
ended 15.88 points lower at 1,820.00. 


a weak start prompted by falls in Tokyo and Frankfort. 

PARIS — French share prices ended lower on profit-taking after 
sharp rises Thursday. The GAC index ended 12.06 points lower at 
1,994.36. 

LONDON — Prices ended weak responding to profit-taking and a 
mixed Wall Street. Dealers said the market was undergoing a 
period of consolidation following the strong new year rally^nie 
FTSE 100 share index dosed 7.1 points lower at 2,444.5. 

NEW YORK — U.S. stocks drifted lower after a volatile rooming. 
By 1720 GMT the Dow was 4.08 points down at 2,792.88. 


Under the free trade proposals 
— which follow a preliminary 
economic agreement signed in 
1988 — GCC states would scrap 
duties on all European products 
over eight years. 

In return, the Community 
would immediately eliminate 
duties on all GCC products ex- 
cept for three lists erf “sensitive” 
items which include most that 
mat ter. Tariffs on these would be 
our over ei ght to 12 

years 



Abdullah Quweiz 


delay a proposed customs pact for 
three years. The plan to set a 

The proposals would also allow common scale of 
GCC statute put 20 per cent wre first mooted m 1984 


duties on some products to pro- 
tect infan t industries up to a value 
of 10 per cent of total trade. 

^ jh M Jt 1 J 


cut-price i mp arts from the area. 

One GCC official said the 
proposals were unfair because the 
usts of sensitive products — 
which include about 46 types of 
petrochemicals — were too long. 

Another said it would take 
months before direct talks could 
begin because the GCC had yet 
to agree on key policy issues. 

“The GCC had to agree to 
customs tariffs during the 
negotiating period and to decide 
on reference tariffs from which to 
make their concessions,” be said. 

The GCC ctedded at an annual 
summit last December to further 


However, officials from both 
say meeting scheduled be- 
tween GCC and EC petrochemic- 
al chiefs in Brussels m January 
and between industrialists from 
both sides in Spain in February 
would help speed up a trade 


"It’s a question of industry, not 
politics,” James Knbosch, an aide 
to Tfawigrniami j said in Bahrain 
Monday. 

“Everyone is afraid now but 
they will get to know each other 
and identify and discucss problem 
points,” he said. 

{foreign ministers from the 
GCC and the EC would also 
discuss the issue at a meeting on 
Much 17 in Muscat, Knbosch 
said. 


International organisations 
shift from communist ecohonties 


WASHINGTON (AP) — No- 
body has much experience mov- 
ing a country from communism 
toward a system with a major role 
for private enterprise, so East 
European governments have 
turned for to a pair of 

worldwide organisations based m 
Washington. 

The World Bank and the Inter- 
national Monetary Fund (IMF) 
are separate organisations, but 
they are owned by the same 152 
countries, which have many diffe- 
rent mixes of public and private 
ownership. 

’The Soviet Union, Czechaslo- 


In advising East European 
countries, the World Bank and 
IMF wQl be drawing in part from 


ia are not among the 152 coun- 
tries that belong to the bank and 
fund. The Soviets say they want 
to join, but so far die United 
States has been opposed. Some of 
the new Czechoslovak leaders also 
want membership. East Germany 
has a special relationship through 
West Germany, one of die lead- 
ing participants in the two orga- 
nisations. 

The countries that belong to 
the IMF and World Bank infln-- 
ence governments mostly through 
loans and the conditions they 
attach to them. Both generally 
promote conservative policies: 
Sale of state-owned industry, re- 
duction of government deficits, 
abolition of price controls, slow- 
ing of wage increases, promotion 
of exports, cuts in 


communist governm ent m main- 
land China since 1981. 

T jaw for China totalling $780 
million were postponed by World 
Bank President Barber Canabte 
last Jane after the Beijing gov- 
ernment’s brutal crashing of the 
movement for democracy. Up to 
that point the Chinese leadership, 
with 'Strong support from the 
bank, had .been increasing the 
role of private enterprise. Re- 
cently they have again empha- 
sised central planning. 

The bank has continued to 
disburse $4.4 billion worth of 
loam granted earlier, and a nine- 
man permanent mission of the 
bank quickly returned to Beijing 
after the crackdown. Canabte has 
said he hopes that new loans can 
be granted soon. 

“We’re setting op a unit to deal 
with socialist economies and to 
see how much cross-fertilisation 
there caq be with Europe and 
Asia,” said Shahid Yusuf, a 
Pakistani who has been handling 
the bank’s relations with China. 

He added in an interview that 
there wifi be important differ- 
ences from country to country, 
for example in the key area of 
fanning. He said that in China, 90 
per cent of the farm households 
now work independently. 



U.S. Exim bank sets up loss reserve 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
U.S. government's Export-Im- 
port (Exim) Bank announced 
Thursday that it is setting up a 
reserve of $4.8 billion to cover 
loans, largely to Third World 
countries, that may not be repakL 
Henry Gonzales, chairman of 
the banking nr unmhtag of the 
U.S. House of Re pre sentatives, 
said tire bank now has a “negative 
net worth” of $4 billion, meaning 


the bank owes $4 billion more 
than is owed to it. 

An aide to Gonzales said that if 

would have been bankrupt long 
ago. But private banks also have 
loan loss reserves, and many have 
increased those reserves substan- 
tially in recent years. 

“This action is a revaluation of 
our assets and is not a write-off," 
said bank chairman John Macom- 


ber. “We will continue to expect 
that all loans and guarantees will 
be i»id in foil.” 


The action sets aside $3.2 bH- 
lkm to cover the bank's direct 
loans and another $1.6 billion to 
cover guarantees it has given on 
l oan* made by commensal banks. 
It amounts to about 40 per cent of 
the outstanding loans it has made 
and its other transactions. 


Exim, as the bank is often 
called, has been losing money 
since 1982 and is expected to lose 
hundreds of millions more be- 
tween now and 1995. The main 
reason is that it has had to borrow 
at high rates of interest. Its own 
loam have been made at mach 
lower rates to encourage other 
countries to buy U.S. goods, such 
as jet planes and nndear power 
plants. 


although they are. obliged to 
sell some of their production to 
the stale. 

“In the Soviet Union, he said, 
it would be harder to break up 
the hip state farms, while in Po- 
land the communist government 
always left farmers independent. 

To get a loan from the fond, a 
gov e r nm ent has to promise, new 
i. Poland’s non-conmumist 
has been the first East 
E uro pean government to do that 
-since the recent upheavals. In 
return, it is expected to receive a 
loan of $710 minion. 

The bo r row in g government’s 
promises generally result in au- 
. sterity: Higher prices for food 
and other basic goods as govern- 
ment subsidies are cut and higher 
unemployment as loss-making 
enterprises are shut down. 

The fund for years has. been 
making such arrangements with 
Third World countries. In some 
of them .the new pohdes lave 
brought violent riots, most re- 
recentiy in Veneznela. 

The fund says that the actual 
measures taken are the responsi- 
bility of each gov ernm ent: For 
example, the fond requires the 
co un try’s budget deficit to be 
reduced tfit is to get help, but the 
government decides whether to 
cut spending on soldiers or bn 
schools. 

Last February, the new govern- 
ment of President Carlos. Andres 
Perez in Venezuela took a series of 
measures following agreement with 
the fond, including cuts in subsidies 
that brought a rise of 30 per cent to 
50 per cent in bus fares and a 90 per 
cent increase in gasoline prices. 
More than 200 people died in the 
disturbances -that followed. 

In Poland, bus fares and gasoline 
prices were doubled at the start of 
the new year after Michel Camdes- 
sus, the food’s managing director, 
completed talks with the govern- 
ment. The fond’s member govern- 
ments are expected to endorse the 
plan for Poland in late January or 
early February. 


Hungary is negotiating for the 
fond’s help, - seeking as moch as 

- . si ' ijf fc ' 
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5200 sriSkm m loans. 

An agreement between the food £ ^ 

and the borrowing government has- 7 J 

teeth. If the fond decides that the ^ *■ 
government has not kept -its prom-. 
uses,' disbursements are cut off. 

That occurred last year with Yugos- 
lavia, a conimunis t-ruled country 
whkh.has had 11 separate agree- 
nients'wifo thefuiKLEight _____ 

have been completed to the food’s W 

satisfaction. But Yugoslavia _now v'i f- 
bas another crisis and a new', accord \ v~_- 

is being negotiated. - ■ •;*- 

Because of the fund’s stiff re- 
qubements for loans, government t? - 
and private lenders often wait for it : 

to act before lending anything ^ 
themselves. The willingness of foe 
fund to take the risk gives them 
confidence, and tire amounts they 
lend can add up to much larger 
sums. They often follow the. fond in 
f it ti n g off disbursements if the 
fund’s conditions are not met 


‘Comecon is obsolete 9 

SOFIA (R) — The Soviet-led trading group Comecon is obsolete and 
should be restructured to reflect the changing face of Eastern 
Euroepe, a Soviet official said. 

Sergei Ouganov, a member of the advance Soviet delegation to 
next week’s Comecon meeting, in Bulgaria told a news conference 
Thursday the organisation's 10 member countries agreed on the need 
to restructure the trade bloc. 

“The Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (Comecon) was a 
mechanism for cooperation which accomplished much for four 
d ecades but ran intn negative tendencies in the 1970s,” Ouganov 


S. Korean trade surplus shrinks 


“It has become old and obsolete and should be replaced by a new 
structure which harmonises the economic inequalities,” he added. 

Prime ministers of the 10 Comecon member states will meet in 
Sofia on Jan. 9 for the group's 45th regular session. 

Since Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev came to power in 1985, 
there have been serious attempts to reform Comecon. The collapse 
of communist role throughout Eastern Europe last year has raised 
serious questions about its future role. 

Ouganov said the meeting would discuss the possibility of an 
economic summit with the European Community and the European 


Comecon groups the Soviet Union, Bulgaria, Czechoslovakia, 
Hungary, Poland, Romania, East Germany, Vietnam, Cuba and 
Mongolia. 

Ouganov said Romania would be fully r e p r ese n ted by its new 
leadership. 


SEOUL (AP) — Faced with slug- 
exports and rising imports, 
nth Korea posted a trade sur- 
plus in 1989 of SI billion, its 
smallest in four yean, the govern- 
ment has announced. 

Lan year’s surplus' was far be- 
low the country’s 1988 trade sur- 
plus of $8.88 billion, the trade 

and industry ministry said. 

■ 

South Korea began to register 
a trade surplus in 1986 when it 
stood at £3.1 billion, followed by 
$6.2 billion in 1987 and $8.88 
billion in 1988, according to offi- 
cial statistics. 

Officials said South Korean ex- 
ports last year amounted to $62.3 
billion, up. 2.6 per cent from 1988 
while imports, reflecting the 
country’s import liberalisation, 
jumped 18 J per cent to a value of 
$613 billion. The preliminary fi- 
gures were on a customs dear- 


quality from the cumulative im- 
pact of the South Korean curren- 
cy’s substantial appreciation, 
steep wage increases and serious, 
sometimes violent labour-man- 
agement disputes in the past 
three years; 

The setback in exports also was 
attributed to foreign protection- 
ism, particularly in the European 
Community for electronic goods, 
as weD as dedining imports by 
China since its militaiy crack- 
down- on pro-democracy protests 
last June. 

Officials said South Korean 
footwear exports last year de- 
clined 6.6 per cent from the pre- 
vious year to a value of $335 
billion, and auto exports plunged 


3 53 per cent to $2.2 billion. The 
reduced auto exports were attri- 
buted to lower demand in the 
United States. 

But electronics exports were 
quoted as rising 6.7 per cent to 
$17.4 billion dollars; textiles in- 
creasing 7.1 per cent to $15.1 
billion; steel and other metals up 
6.6 per cent to $6.5 billion; ships 
up 2.3 per cent to $1.8 bflfion and 
up 1.6 per cent to $13 


Algerian 

parliament 

rejects tax 
increases 

ALGIERS' (R) — Algeria’s par- 
liament has rejected a govern- 
ment request for tax increases on 
some goods, including fuel and 
rroved a budget with' a 35 
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The" ministry has set this year’s 
export target at $66 billion while 
ing $68 


billion in imports, 
winch would produce the coun- 
try's first deficit since 1962. Offi- 
cials and traders generally expect 
sluggish exports this year. 


.on dinar ($424 million) de- 
ficit, Economy Minister Ghazi 
Hidoud has said. The official 
Algerian news agency APS 
quoted Hidoud as telling a news 
conference the amendments im- 
by parliament during a 
k budget . debate will 
the gov ernm ent financial 
problems. “But it (the govern- 
ment) reserves the right to go 
back to parliament later with a 
supplementary finance bill,” he 
said. The new budget deficit fi- 
gure was 500 million dinars ($6% 
million) higher than the one re- 
ported by APS at the start of the 
debate, but the agency efid not 
specify whether the parijament 
had increased provisions* -It com- 
mits a 5.1- billion (finals', 
million) deficit budgetted 
“1989. Hidoud said foe prop- 
osed new taxes on building mate- 
rials, paint, wood, iron and some 
imports among others were 
directed mare at the rich than the J;, 
poor. “They were meant to fi- ^ 
nance a building fund and a youth 
employment fund... this logic was 
not understood by the deputies,” ____ 
be added. Hidoud said the gov- 
eminent had adopted a policy of 
freeing the productive public sec- *•* 
tor by raising prices but gave no 
details of any price changes. 
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THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



It was the smallest annual trade 
rate since 1962 when 
Korea began to develop an 
export-oriented economy. The 
ions lowest growth rate was 
cent growth in 1982. 
's export increases 
had averaged more than 20 per 
cent a year from 1962 through last 


previ 
2.8 per 
South 1 


The 1989 slowdown in exports 
was blamed mainly on the loss of 
competitiveness -in price and 


Britain gives IMF seat to Japan 

■ 

r anking fiSth Bri- 


LONDON (R) — Britain is will- 
ing to let Japan, the world’s 
second largest economy, take its 
place as the second ranking 
shareholder in the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF), a British 
treasury spokesman has said. 

Japan, which now bolds fifth 
place in the Washington-based 
agency, has long been pushing for 
anigher IMF ranking to reflect its 
growing economic strength. 

Under the British proposals, 
which could be discussed at a Jan. 
25 meeting of the IMF’s policy- 


making Interim Committee, Bri- 
tain would drofc to fourth place 
behind West Germany, Europe's 
most powerful economy. 

The United States would re- 
main the biggest shareholder and 
would pay the largest share of a 


erjual-fourth 

tarn. 


its 


The IMF is pushing for 
resources to be doubled. 

Member nations’ rankings de- 
tenmne the size of their quotas, 
or membership subscriptions. J* 



$119 billion 
It was nndear bow the changes 
would affect France, currently 
fourth in the IMF ranking, but 
French Finance Minister Pierre 
Beregovoy said last September be 
would be prepared to accept an 


But Washington is reluctant to 
pump so much money into the h* 
fund. A senior U.S. official said it 
ght 


support 
the 35 


a nse 


it has 


slightly 
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already endorsed, but not until 
1992. ^ 
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:*s do something really different 
this Weekend! Let's eat pretzels 
instead of potato chips!” 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD QAHE 
m by Henri AmoM and Bob Lae 
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WHAT THAT 
GRADUATION 
PICTURE WAS. 

k -- 

Now arrangs the dtdad tattm to 
tocm th* surprise ■newe r , as sup- 
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J umbl e s : TANGY PANDA REFUGE UPROAR 

n A good barnburner is made from this — 
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Zvereva defeats Sukova 


ventry aims to memory 


LONDON (R) — Covwuiy City 
hope to have? striker Cyrifls Regw, 
fit far tbdr FbotbaR Asaoda&oo 
(F.A.) Cap . third round tie at 
NortbMtaptiaB Satwlty in whidb 
they tape to owe the memory of 
a hu m i lia ting defeat a year ego. 

First division Coventry, cop 
winners in 1987 1 crashed to a 
shock third-round defeat agaistt 
minor' league side Sutton United 
last season and will warn to forget 
that nightmare wish a comfort- 
able- win against the third <h vision 
tide. 

. Former England striker Regis 
s batting so recover from In- 
fluenza in tone for the clash while 
Aston Villa, second in the first 
division, will give Danish central 
defender Kent Nielsen s fitness 
check before fina li sin g their side 
for the tie at Blackburn. 

VQla bad ^written off Nielses, a 
key figure in their rise up tbe 
league table, after he Umped out 
of Monday's win at Chelsea with 
a hamstring injury. 

Bui assistant manager John 


Ward said: “The injury is not as 
serious « we fim thought. He has 
bcMafatetodosoaetni&ingaad 
J» dances are 50-50.” 

Holden. Liverpool have re- 
sem goalkeeper MScc Hooper 
by lor his first senior 
eating for a year as Brace Giob* 
factor facet a toe fitness check 
before their trip to Swansea. 

(frpbbetor damaged a knee in 
a collision, during Monday’s 
league game with Nottingham 
Forest and has been under inten- 
sive treatment this week. 

Norwich, who lost all three of 
their Christum and pew year 
fixtures, will be looking for a 
d»ny bi fortune at fourth divi- 
sion Bceter dry. 

Bqt with Makaofan Allen still 
unavailable with a calf injury^ 
nmwflj er Dave Stringer is unable' 
to make any changes to a strike 
force which has scored only two 
goals in the last five games. 

“Teams go through lean mils 
and so do players, but they don’t 
become bad players overnight 


GOREN BRIDGE 
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The bidding: 

South West North East 

17 Pass 2 9 Pan 

4 9 Pass Pass Pass 

Opening lead; Jack of * 
Sometimes declarer must com- 
bine more than one line to achieve 
an optimum result. Both themes in 
this band were discussed individual- 
ly in recent columns. Can. you spot 
them? 

There is nothing to the auction. 
Once North could do no more than 
raise to two hear ts, dedarcr had no 
interest bcybnd game. > 

West’s jack of dobs opening lead 


was woo in the closed hand. Declar- 
er drew trumps and tried the dia- 
mond finesse. East exited with a 
dub- Eventually declarer bad to 
uckie spades, and u took only ten. 
tenable cur by the defenders to as- 
sure ibemrivn of three tricks in 
that suit and a one-tuck let. 

Goras in. declarer had rune fast 
(ricks. As long as the op p o ne nts 
could be compdM to branch 
spades, declarer would have to come 
to one trick in (hat soil by force. 
How could that be accomplished? 

The only way is to make any oth- 
er ret ur n . fatal. After winning the 
opening lead and drawing trumps, 
declarer should cash the remaining 
dubs, discarding a diamond from 
dummy. Now the scene is set for an 
endplay. 

Dedarer most ignore the dia- 
mond finesse in favor of playing ace 
and queen of diamonds. It makes no 
difference which defender wins (he 
trick — either must present declarer 
with the contract. A minor-suit re- 
turn allows declarer to discard a 
spade from hand while ruffing in 
dummy. And opening up tbe spade 
suit gives, declarer his 10th trick by 
force. 


THE Daily Crossword 



ACROSS 
1 To-do 
5 Lively dance 
10 Oam It! 

14 Hang out 

15 Actress 
Massey 

16 Needle css* 

17 VJetntty 

18 indy action 
20 Velocipede* 

22 Kones 

23 Chihuahua 
cheers 

24 Lurches 
26 Mfdeaal 

bigwig 

29 Weeds 

30 Dean or Duek. 

31 Jargon 

32 Poky 

36 A Gabor 

37 Lecherous 


39 Cleat's 
neighbor 

41 Follow 

42 Swiftly 

44 Bom country 

46 Smoothed 
mod 

47 Crosstown trip 

50 Scorch 

51 Stage remark 

52 Do axels etc. 
56 De Niro fHm 

59 “Prince— " 

60 Cyme recta 

61 Peace 


3 1BS9 TtRhma Masta S* 
All Ri gh t! Rnsrad 

8 Yoko — 

9 Slock word 
ID Hold back 

11 Seeing eye to 

eye 

12 Ctty on the Po 

13 Locations 
18 Water less 
21 AQ once 
24 Valentine's 


Yesterday's 


62 Verne captain 25 

63 Loch — 26 

64 Assigned 27 

65 Plugs . 28 


DOWN 

1 Dialer's woe 

2 McNeO of 
tennis 


London 


series 

5 Boring tool 

6 Bitter drug 

7 Plenty 


26 Ptenk: drinks 

27 Orest review 

28 Yonder 

29 US Chief 
Justice 

31 Kind of TV 

33 Bank deal 

34 Tate 


35 U nw elc o me 
growth 

37 “The — Not 
Taken" 

40 Eagles' Mn 
42 Woeful word 


nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnrcn 
nnnnn nnnnnnnnn 
nnnri nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnn ^nnrann 
nnn nnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnn nnnnn 
.nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
1 nnnn nnn nnn 
nnnnrcn nnnnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
Innnnnnnnn nnnnn 
innnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 


43 Driver's fast 50 PuMc qumrof 


45 Knotted 
48 Squinted 

47 Wand 

48 Application 
48 Rangers and 

Devils 


53 Author James 

54 Heavy reading 

66 Mythical 
matchmaker 

67 Kid 

58 A Gershwin 



LICENCE 
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330,650,&30p-nT. 


and' they deserve a chance to 
prove themselves," Stringer said, 
Exeter are unbeaten in 17 
games at borne and have won five 
of their last six league and cup 


Kevin Sheedy, who scored the 
only goal in Everton’s 2-0 win 


over weft Bromwich in a third 
round replay last season, remains 
their oily main injury wony be- 
fore their visit to second division 
Middlesbrough. 

The Republic of Ireland mid- 
fielder missed the new year's day 
victory over Luton with an ankle 
injury but has been under treat- 
ment all week and has managed 
to do some training. 

If Sheedy is fir it will pose an 
interesting selection problem for 
manager Colin Harvey with win- 
ger Peter Beagrie and Pat Nevin 
most under threat. 

Manchester United could take 
a gamble on the fitness of captain 
Bryan Robson for their gome at 
Nottingham Forest on Sunday. 

Robson has been out for three 
games with a troublesome groin 
strain and has not trained ail 
week. 


BRISBANE, Australia (AP) — 
Soviet Natalia Zvereva upset top 
seed and defending champion 
Helena Sukova of Czechotlova- 
loa 6-5, 6-4 Friday to advance to 
the semifinals of the Dan one 
Queensland Open women's ten- 
nis tournament- 

Austrian Judith Wiesner top- 
pled second-seeded Jana Novot- 
na of Czechoslovakia 7 -6 (8-6), 
6-3 in another quarterfinal match 
at tbe $150,001/ tournament. 

In other quarterfinals, Rachel 
McQuillan of Australia defeated 
Kimiko Date of Japan 6*0, 6-4 
and Brenda Schultz of the 
Netherlands downed Kristin 
Godridge of Australia 7-5, 6-3. 

Sixth-seeded Zvereva sparkled 
against the tall Czech, countering 
ter opponent’s aggressive serve- 
and-voiley game with mixed pas- 
sing shots and lobs. 

Zvereva said she was playing 
her best since she was a losing 
finalist to Steffi Graf at Hilton 
Head, South Carolina, last 
March. 

“My shots were going all over 
the place. I tried to stay back a bit 
more but I couldn’t get my shots 
to work," said Sukova. “It was 
more me losing tbe match than 


her winning it.” 

Wiesner, the 10th seed, trailed 
5-2 in the first set tiebreaker 
against Novotna and had to save 
a set point, but once she took tbe 
first set it was plain sailing agains t a 
surprisingly lackluster second 
seed. 

“1 was more aggressive on my 
forehand and she hh the ball too 
bard when she was under press- 
ure,” Wiesner said. 

McQuillan stamped herself as a 
player of great potential with her 
convincing victory over Date, who 
had defeated two seeds to reach 
this stage of the tournament. 

The Australian played a consis- 
tent game while Date was over- 
ambitious and marie a series of 
unforced errors. 

The first set lasted just 24 
minutes as McQuillan breezed to 
a 6-0 victory. She then raced 3-0 
up in the second before faltering 
briefly. 

“This tournament I’ve been 
off to fast starts but I’ve always 
eased off a 1st in the second set,” 


- fpLTr-Ji-r 

/ 

. 



Natafia Zvereva 
she said. 

Schultz, tbe second-place 
finisher at the tournament last 
year, showed too much power for 
Godridge, a 16- year-old. 

The semifinals Saturday will pit 
Wiesner against McQuillan and 
Zvereva against Schultz. 

Tbe tournament is one of a 
series of warm-up events for the 
Australian Open, which begins 
Jan. 15 in Melbourne. 


Syrian wins Queen Alia 
show-jumping tournament 

AMMAN (Petra) — De pu tising for His Majesty , r ~ Hussein, Her 

Majesty Queen Noor Friday distributed cups ud medals to 
winners in the Queen Alia Stew-Jumping ChuMobship which 
was held between Jordan and Syria at the indooi riding school of 
the Arabian Horse Chib. 

Syrian rider Xtadwaa Qasar won tbe first place followed in the 
second place by Jordanian Want Bisharal and Yasser Sharif in the 
third place. 

Her Royal Highn ess Princess Haya Bint A1 Hussein came fourth 
in tbe competition. 

The competition was attended by Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Urn Zjrid and Basel A! Assad, the son of Syrian President 
Hafez AJ Assad. 

The event which took place in the afternoons of Thursday 
and Friday was sponsored by Hold Jordan Inter. Continental. 


Australian Open surface 
under the fire from players 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY JANUARY 6, 1990 

By Thomas $. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Sit 
back and observe what is happen- 
ing' Avoid dmof anything until 
you have tire chance to evaluate 
things. Pursue hobbies that are 
interesting to you and be active. 

ARIES: (Much 21 xo April 19) A 
business journey with an expert 
will bring whatever you are cur- 
rently seeking. In any activities 
pertaining to the outside work! or 
your family, home is best. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Be 
sure to return any favours ex- 
tended to you by friendly associ- 
ates. Spend a Utile more money on 
the things yoor mate enjoys wring 
together with you. 

GEMINI: {May 21 to June 21) 
Showing a generous spirit to im- 
portant friends brings them much 
closer to you. Introduce a charm- 
ing friend of whom you ore fond of 
into your code of fri e n ds . 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Quietly doing something 
for a couple you like wul bring you 
more social prestige- Actively dis- 
playing a sense of fun will calm 
your attachment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Make 
arrangements to, see friends at 
accepted entena^unent sites when 
mutually convenient. Now is the 
time lo plan that anticipated trip 
with- your attachment. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) If you need assistance with 
some social activities, men will 
help the best now. Whatever you 
do with your attachment, be sure it 
is on a practical level. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 


22) You now can nuke a good 
friend of the most influential per- 
son you know. A trip you want to 
ukr with attachment » in tbe 
distant future but consider it. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You can think out a way 
with your family to have home 
conditions heightened. Adding 
financial benefits will soon be ten- 
dered to yon. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Longtime partners 
will oome back into your life and 
you can have a good time with 
them socially. This is the rime for a 
journey wim mate. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Don’t push an outside 
associate you fike on a reluctant 
friend. Avoid inviting friends or 
highly-placed persons into your 
home today. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) If you approach a friend 
diplomatically, you can get some 
practical benefits you seek. Repe- 
atedly remind your attachment of 
your affection. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you can show your own 
special gifts in your daily activities. 
Being truly -emotional with your 
mate will bring improved rapport 
to you both. 

Today's child: If your child were 
born today he or she will show 
early in life, a capacity to under- 
stand both the needs and motiva- 
tions of otheis and will be able to 
offer sound advice. With the prop- 
er education and support this child 
will prove outstanding in psycholo- 
gy, psychiatry, philosophy, ere. 


many villas 

AND APARTMENTS 

FOR RENT & SALE 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

In Shmeisani, Sweifleh, 
Abdoun and many other 
locations. 

For more Information 
please call 
Wael Real Estate 
Tel: 685342, 682097 


NEEDED 


Qualified experienced 
housekeeper for im- 
mediate employment. 

For interviews: Tel: 
672013 - Mrs. Rita 
Ata (between 9 
a.m.-l p.m. daily) 



ARABIC FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER 

LANGUAGES 

The Language Centre at the University of Jordan 
announces that the intensive course in Modem 
Standard Arabic for speakers of other languages wiii 
commence on Jan. 27, and will last for 16 weeks. 

The programme is intensive and classes meet in the 
morning for 20 hours per week, Saturday-Wednes- 
day. The fee for the course is JD 140. The evening 
course is non-intensive and classes meet six hours 
per week. 

Those Interested please call at the Language 

Centre for registration 


Brazil prepares for WC 


RIO DE JANEIRO. Brazil (AP) 
— Soccer officials announced 
Brazil will play six games prior to 
the World Cup in Italy but post- 
poned a decision on where the 
team will stay during the tourna- 
ment. 

Coach Sebastiaa Lazaroni met 
with officials of the Brazilian Soc- 
cer Confederation Wednesday 
night in Rio to define the team's 
schedule of preparation for the 
cup, which opens June 8 in 
Rome. 

Lazaroni said the Brazilian 
team would face Australia, Eng- 
land, Romania and Bulgaria in 
exhibition games in Europe and 


Brazil. All except Bulgaria are 
among the 24 teams qualified for 
the cup. 

The squad is to leave May 16 
for Europe, where it will face a 
team of top players in Madrid, 
Spain, and later the Umbria team 
of Italy. 

The game against Austria is 
scheduled for Feb. 21 in Vienna 
.but must be confirmed bv Au- 
strian soccer authorities, Lazaroni 
said. If Austria dec fines, Brazil 
will play France, Poland or Ire- 
land. he said. 

The next game is against Eng- 
land in London's Wembley Sta- 
dium on March 8. 


SYDNEY (R) — The artificial 
rubberised court surface used for 
the Australian Open came under 
fire Wednesday from players 
worried they could be fried alive 
if a heatwave hits the national 
tennis centre later this month. 

John Fitzgerald said conditions 
at the Australian hardcourt 
championship, played on the 
same rebound ace surface used at 
the open, were life-threatening 
because of temperatures of 
around 40 degrees Celsius (104 
Fahrenheit). 

“If it rained, we'd come off. 
Yet we go and play in those 
conditions,’* the Australian said 
after his first round victory over 
Belgian qualifier Xavier Dauf- 
resne. 

“What if a guy died out there? 
Some of the guys were talking in 
the locker room and said officials 
should make an urgent review of 
conditions,” he told journalists. 

The court surface reached 60 
degrees Celsius (140 Fahrenheit) 


in Adelaide, causing five ball girls 
and boys to faint. 

The bowl-like centre court at 
the national tennis centre, which 
hosts the open from January 15 to 
28, can become unbearably hot in 
bright sun which reflects off the 
surface and the concrete sur- 
rounds. 

Last year world number one 
Ivan Lendl of Czechoslovakia 
was close to collapse after a 
marathon semifinal [kayed in hot 
sun on centre court against Au- 
strian Thomas Muster. 

Sweden’s Mats Wilander was 
one of many players who sug- 
gested the roof on the centre 
court should be closed if condi- 
tions became dangerously hot, an 
idea which organisers Tennis Au- 
stralia are now considering. 

At present the roof is only 
dosed to keep out the rain. 

Tennis Australia president 
Geoff Pollard told journalists the 
retractable roof could be dosed 
during the final four days 


Foreman vs. Cooney — old men fight again 


NEW YORK (AP) — George 
Foreman has a prediction for his 
Jan. 15 heavyweight fight against 
Gerry Cooney. "I will show up,” 
the 40-ycar-oid former champion 
says. “I do believe that l am 
going to make it.” 

But who's going to win, 
George? 

“Of course, I am,” Foreman 
said. “I'm no Sugar Ray 
Leonard, so I’m not going to 
outbox him, HI tell you that. I’m 
looking for a knockout.” 

Could you predict a round, like 


Muhammad Ali used to do? 

“When guys were doing that 
before, I never did like it,” he 
said. “I'm not going to do it 
now.... 

“I know one thing. 1 fike box- 
ing. If it’s over in one round, 
what have I got to do tbe rest of 
the night? if it’s over in 10, ax 
least I spent some time doing 
something other than sitting 
around and being bored.” 

Foreman, continuing his com- 
eback after 10 years of retire- 
ment, says he is down to his 


1 First floor consists of two bedrooms, salon, dining room, two 
baths, kitchen, separate telephone and C.H. 

Location: Opposite Shmeisani Bookshop. 


Please call tel. 


after 2 pan. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Ideal for Diplomats and Businessmen 


Four large bedrooms, three large bathrooms, large kitchen, 
dining room, three large balconies, telephone, garage, central 
heating in the best location near the Royal Scientific Society and 
the Ministry of Higher Education, Al Jubeiha. 

For more information call after 2 pan. tel. 790295/ 
834233, ask for Mazen 


fighting weight of 250 pounds 
(113 kilogrammes) for Cooney 
and “in extremely good shape.” 

“I’ve got all the weight off,” 
said Foreman, who weighed more 
than 300 pounds (136 kilogram- 
mes) when the fight was 
announced in September. “In 
fact. I’ve had to put some weight 
bade on. I did slip down to 245 
(lll'kilogrammes), but when I go 
into the ring I want to be 250 
(113) — no lighter." 

The 10-round fight, co- prom- 
oted by Bob Arum and Caesars 
Palace, will be held at tbe Atlan- 
tic City convention center and 
televised on a closed circuit and 
pay-per-view basis. Each fighter 
is expected to make about S1.2 
million. 

Cooney, 33, has not fought 
since he was knocked oat in die 
fifth round by Michael Spinks on 
June 15, 1987. He fought only 
four times after losing his title 
shot by 13th-round knockout to 
Larry Holmes on June 11, 1982. 
Cooney is 28-2 with 24 knock- 
outs. 

Foreman is 64-2 with 60 knock- 
outs and 19-0 with 18 knockouts 
sinoe be shelved his career as a 
Baptist minister to return to the 
ring. Cooney will be the first 


fighter on Foreman's comeback 
list with a recognizable name, and 
the question has occured: Why 
Cooney when tbe real goal .is a 
shot at Mike Tyson's tide? 

*Tve got to keep fighting. Why 
not Gerry Cooney? ...If I tell you 
that I get into the ring, and. Tm 
not worried, I'd be fooling yon,” 
Foreman said. “I’m confident, 
but I take nothing for granted. It 
will be a tough fight. I want it to 
be tough. I want people who paid 
money to see this fight to go away 
saying, “wow what was that?’” 

In fact. Foreman said he 
already was approached by prom- 
oter Don King about a fightfwith 
Tyson in June, but he didn’t like 
the way be was approached! So, 
he turned it down for the time 
being. Foreman wants Arum and 
Ron Weathers cut in on any 
promotional deal, which 
apparendy was not in King's 
plans at the time. 

King promoted some of Fore- 
man's biggest fights, including the 
“rumble in the jungle” in Zaire. 

“When I came back on tbe 
scene. King did not send me so 
much as one hamhock or one 
piece of combread,” Foreman 
said. 


CAR FOR SALE 

1982 HONDA Prelude Hondamatic, 82000 km. 
unpaid. JD 1300. 

Please call: 02-271100 Ext 3142. 


Duty 


WANTED FOR RENT 

A small unfurnished apartment of one or two bedrooms 
with separate utilities (preferably roof) and telephone in 
west Amman area 

Please call 603779/681778 between 9 am. and 7 
pm 


FOR RENT 

Modern Furnished Apartments 

a 

Three bedrooms, two baths, living room - dining room and 
reception-room, kitchen and three balconies. 

Independent C.H. and telephone. 

Location: Shmeisani near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 641443 - 667862 - 642351 


- ♦ • ♦ « 
• « • . 


The British Cou nei 1 

• * • * 


Needs teachers of English for our 
Summer School in July/August and 

possibly earlier. 

Native speakers of English only, with a 
minimum qualification of the RSA 
Prep. Certificate. 

Write to: 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, 2 salons, 3 bathrooms, 
swimming pool, and garden. 

Location: Zarqa, the Autostrad Road. 

For further details please call 9879 74, Zarqa. 



The Direct Teaching Manager, 
The British Council 
P.O. Box 634, Amman. 



cinema 

Tel: 634144 

■ 

PHILADELPHIA 


Cinema 



NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


Cinema 



PLAZA 


Td: 674111 


LICENCE 
TO KILL 
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American troops may leave Panama soon 

U.S. caps Invasion of Panama 
by bringing Noriega to court 


MIAMI (Agencies) — The United States Thursday 
capped its invasion of Panama by bringing deposed 
militar y strongman Mannel Antonio Noriega into a 
Miami court to face drug trafficking charges and 
prepared to send its soldiers home safter their 
successful mission. 


al aim gave himself op to U.S. 


authorities Thursday. 

The aide, Nivaldo Madrinan, 
has been accused by former 
opposition members of nrazder, 
hnm»n rights abuses and illegal 


Noriega, dressed in his four- 
star general’s uniform, defiantly 
refused to recognise the court’s 
jurisdiction, his lawyer saying the 
invasion of Dec. 20 was illegal 
and that as head of state Noriega 
had immunity against prosecu- 
tion. - 

Lawyer Frank Rubino told 
Judge William Hoeveler that the 
only reason his cheat left the 
sanctuary of the Vatican embassy 
in Panama City Wednesday nigh t 
after bang holed up there for 10 
days was a threat by the new 
Panamanian government to with- 
draw diplomatic status from the 
c om pound. That would allow it to 
be invaded. 

While Washington was basking 
in its success of achieving the 
major goal of its invasion of 
panama — bringing Noriega to 
trial — Latin- American nations 
remained strongly opposed to 
what many have described as 
-“the gunboat diplomacy” used to 
overthrow him and install a new 
government. 

“The fate of Noriega has no- 
thing to do with the existence, in 
the country of the canal, of a 
puppet regime imposed by U.S. 
tanks, the Mexico City La Jorna- 
da said in its lead editorial. 

U.S. Defence Department offi- 
cials said most of the 13,000 
American troops who joined 
12,000 U.S. troops already based 
in Panama to protect the Panama 
Canal could go home within a few 


Defence Secretary Dick 
Cheney said the surrender of 
Noriega, indicted by two federal 


grand juries on drug trafficking 
charges in .February 1988, and his 
transfer to the United States was 
“icing on the cake” for die milit- 
ary mission «n«i “Operation 
Just Cause.” 

A priest who was inside die 
Vatican embassy in Panama City 
throughout Noriega’s 10-day stay 
when he had sought political asy- 
lum, said the general insisted on 
dressing in his uniform before 
turning hfrr«elf ova Wednesday 
night. 

“He left, dressed like a gener- 
al, with his khaki-colonred uni- 
form, and walked down the path 
to the front door of the nund- 
ate,” Father Xavier Villanueva 
said in an int erv iew. “I said to 
him, T will pray for yon, 7 ” and he 
said “thank you.” 

VQlanneva described Noriega’s 
final tense boms in the nundate, 
how he kept an automatic rifle in 
his room, and how he insisted 
U.S. troops bring his uniform, 
one of three he toed for official 
functions. 

“He didn’t say one word. 
There was a heavy, emotional 
silence,” Villanueva said of the 
moment Noriega walked toward 
die helicopter waiting to take him 
to Florida. 

His surrender was joyously 
welcomed by Panamanians, 
thousands of whom poured into 
the streets overnight^ many hog- 
ging and cheering American 
troops. 

In a further sign that the core 
of Noriega’s power base had been 
demoralised, his head of secret 
police who had been inside the 


However, three of the gener- 
al’s top allies remained m the 
em b ass y and other supporters 
and relatives were still taking 
refuge in the Cuban and Peruvian 
embassies. 

Among them were Noriega's 
wife Fehddad and their three 
daughters m*Me the Cuban mis- 
sion, which has been surrounded 
by American troops and barbed 
wire since the early days of the 
invasion. 

U.S. troops arrested a Cuban 
diplomat and held him for two 
boms after he was apprehended 
while walking out of the Qiban 
ambassador’s residence Thurs- 

“He was forced out of the car, 
separated from the others and 
taken,” said Sandra Faxas, wife 
of Luis Deffin Feres, the second- 
ranking diplomat in the Cuba 


She said Fernandez walked Out 
of the embassy with ax other 
diplomats who were to drive to 
the airport to boad the first com- 
mercial flight to Cuba since the 
Dec. 20 U.S. invasion toppled 
Noriega. 

U.S. embassy spokeswoman 
Jan Edmonson said she did not 
know any thing about the inci- 
dent. 

U.S. troops have surrounded 
the Cuban, Nicaraguan and Li- 
byan embassies since the invasion 
to prevent Noriega’s aides from 
coming or going. 

Panamanians in Miami, many 
of whom were jailed or forced 
into exile by Gen. Mannel 
Noriega, rejoiced Thursday at his 


arrest and removal to the United 
States to face drug charges. 

Adda GiroWS, widow of Col. 
Metises Girakh, leader of a foiled 
Panamanian coup attempt last 
October, stood wife a crowd of 
cheering, chanting exiles outside 
the gates of Homestead Air Force 
Base, where Noriega’s plane 
landed early Thursday. 

“His death was not in vain, and 
the effort that President Bush 
made wife the invasion of Pana- 
ma was also not in vain,” Mrs. 
GiroldS said. “I don’t want 
(Noriega) to (fie, I want him to 
suffer slowly for all the damage 
he has done.” 

“This is die end of a 21-year 
nightmare,” .said Roberto Eisen- 
maxm Jr., whose newspaper La 
Prensa was shut down by 
Noriega's troops two years ago. 
"We’ve got a destroyed country 
to rebuild, but when there is 
liberty everything is possible.' 

Eisenmann, who has been vice 
chairman of a Miami bank while 
in exile, arranged to return borne 
Friday and intended to have his 
presses- rolling Sunday. 

“We feel flat we don't have to 
fear any more to walk into the 
streets, to demonstrate, to speak 
out to enforce liberty, freedom,” 
said Aurelio Barria, who helped 
organise a civilian crusade against 
Noriega and left Thursday for 
Panama. 

Eisenmann predicted Noriega 
would be tried and convicted m 
the United States and then be 
prosecuted for human-rights 
abuses in Panama. But the pub- 
lisher said Panama has no judici- 
ary and no secure jails to pnrseu 
such trials now. 

With Noriega out of Panama, 
“there’s no word to say how 
happy I am,” said Inna Endara, 
whose husband, Lois, is a cousin 
of Panamanian 
mo 


Gorbachev cancels meetings 
to concentrate on Soviet unrest 


MOSCOW (AP) 
Mikhail Goi 


dent 

celled appointments with foreign 
visitors for the time bring to deal 
with domestic unrest mid a pofi- 
tical in Lithuania, an in- 
formed source said Friday. 

Reports in the West of the 
Soviet preadent’s change of plans 
sent the Tokyo Stock Exchange 
into a taflspin. The leading mar- 
ket indicator, the 225-issue Nik- 
kei Average, d ropped^ 438 .12 
points, or 1.1 per cent, from the 
day before. 

It was the largest single-day 
loss since a 647-point plunge on 
Oct- 16. 

“To Japan, the worst thing that 
could happen to the world roenar- 
io would be for Gorbachev to 
drop from sight,” Chris Schrei- 
ber, an investment analyst with 
New Japan Securities, said in 
Tokyo. 

The market reaction showed 
how closely Gorbachev is linked 
by many in the West to the 
success of the political reforms 
and reductions in East-West ten- 
sions he has panned since be- 
coming Kremlin leader in March 
1985. 

Soviet Foreign Mostly spokesman 
Gennady Gcsa am ov, speaking in a 
telephone interview, would neith- 
er confirm nor deny that Gor- 
bachev was putting aside foreign 
questions to concentrate on 
domestic problems. 

But a senior C ommons t Party 
official, asked about Western- 
news reports that Gorbachev had 



tin’s opposition leader Neil 
ode and other foreign digm-. 
plied, “ifs right.” 

,“We have many problems right 
now,” he added. 

The Communist official, speak- 
ing with tiie understanding he 
would not /be identified by 
name, mentioned disturbances 
tins week along the Iranian bor- 
der and the Lithuanian Commun- 
ist Party’s derision to breakaway 
from toe ruling national party 
headed by Gorbachev. 

Soviet Azerbaijanis tried for 
four days to force the frontier 
<yen and reunit e with then ethnic 
bret hr en in Iran, tearing. down 
guard towers and prompting the 
KGB to reinforce security along 
the frontier. 

A protest organiser said Thurs- 
day the demonstrators were in 


The Soviet Foreign Ministry 
raw! Thursday that it had dosed 
not only the border area but also 
Balm to foreign journalists. 

Gorbachev met for more. than, 
five hours Thursday in Moscow 
with the leaders of Lithuania’s 
breakaway parly, who said after- 
ward be failed to sway themfiom 
then- derision to split off from the 
20-nriDkm-membcr ruling Com-. 
yymirt Party and pnrsue local 


Meanwhile .crowds tore up 
fences along the Iranian border in 
fresh unrest in the Soviet Repub- 
lic of Azerbaijan, a local journal- 
ist said Friday. 

There was no official confirma- 
tion of Thursday's incidents in the 
Nakhichevan region which fol- 
lowed whaf official reports called 
days of rioting along the border. 

At the same time, about 10,000 
Azerbaijanis demonstrated in the 
republic’s capital, Baku. They 
forced senior Co mmuni st Forty 
officials to call off a tour of the 
border area, journalist Nazim 
Ragfrnov told Ratters. 


The policy-making Central 
Committee of tire national party 
has dirarfiad Gorbachev to travel 
to IMmmm to try to mend the 
split. Dates for the trip have not 
been officially announced, but 
Gorbachev had originally been 
expected to travel to -the Baltic, 
republic right after the New’ 
Year’s holiday. 

Then no. 2 party leader in 
Lithuania, Vladimir Beriozov, 
said Thursday the visit is now 
expected Jan. 10-12. 

Bmnmv predicted after talks 
with Gorbachev that the Kremlin 
would not force the republic's 
Communist Party to reverse its 
derision to split with Moscow. 

Hinting at a possible iicconcilia- 
tion with the Kremlin ahead of 
Gorbachev’s visit to the rebel 
republic next week, Beriozov said 
the Soviet leader understood his 
people’s aspirations. 

He told Lithuanian radio in an 



E. Germans say 
no to West’s 
dirty laundry 

EAST BERLIN (R) — Worried 
that West Germans might take 
a d v a n tage , of low prices on the 
Eastern 'side of the Berlin Wall, 
East Germany’s cabinet ha s de- 
cided to ban non-residents front 
mring too many of .its services. 
Laundrettes, d ry dea ners, shoe 
repairers, opticians and camping 
stores are among the shops that 
now have the right to demand 
identity papers from customers 
with suspiciously large orders , 
gover nment spokesman Wolf- 
gang Meyer said- “Obviously 
we’re not going to stop someone 


who goes into a 
trim,” he added 




shop fora 


China claims 
world’s lowest 
crime rate 


_ ■*- 


interview after talks with Gor- 
bachev that he believed “there' 
would not be any attempt to stop 
implementation of our derision.” 


Romania’s new leaders declare 
amnesty for political prisoners 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Troops kill 23 Sinhalese radicals 

COLOMBO (AP) — Army troops shot and killed 23 Sinhalese 
radicals in central and southern Sn Lanka during a 24-boor period 
that ended at dawn Friday, the government said. Sixteen 
Sinhalese extremists were killed during a search in the town of 
BandawaKkanda outside Kandy, a dty 90 kilometres north east of 
Colombo, a government communique said. Several weapons, 

tnehiriing three chrttgrm^ wra» gftrmrf, along with ammimitinin and 

band grenades, the statement said. It said three more radicals 
were killed in another operation at Kiirunegala, 135 kilometres 
north east of Colombo. The other extremists were killed in 
scattered dashes with government troops in central and southern 
Sri Lanka, the communique said. Meanwhile, Sri l-ankan Foreign 
Minister Ranjan Wijeratne arrived friday for talks with Indian 
leaders in an effort to speed up the withdrawal of Indian 
peacekeeping troops from his country. The Indian government 
invited Wijeratne, who is also the depute defence minister, to 
discuss the issue after differences snifaced on a timetable for the 
withdrawal of die estimated 25,000 Indian soldiers remaining. A 
delegation led by Indian Foreign Minister Inder Kumar Gnjral 
welcomed Wijeratne at the international airport in Delhi. 

Botha returns from E. Europe 

JOHANNESBURG, South Africa (AP) — Foreign Minister Pfk 
Botha, back from his first trip to Eastern Europe, said Friday his 
government hemes to establish diplomatic relations with Hungary 
and possibly other long-hostile Warsaw Pact countries. Botha also 
said his government sought to attract Eastern Europeans to South 
Africa to ease a manpower shortage in certain skilled jobs. 
Anti-apartheid groups have denounced the recruitment cam- 
paign, saying the government should be training blacks rather 
than wooing white immigrants. In Budapest, Botha conferred 
Thursday wtih Hungarian Foreign Minister Gnyla Horn. “Both 
sides expressed their intention to gradually es tablish official 
relations,” Hungary’s national news agency reported after the 
meeting. Botha’s tero-day stay was the first known visit by a senior 
South African official to Warsaw Pact country. The African 
National Congress, which for decades has received Soviet bloc 
backing for its guerrilla campaign against white-minority rule, 
accused Hungary of betraying South Africa’s black majo rity and 
forming “a racist partnership with apartheid.” At a news 
conference Friday at Johannesburg’s airport. Both said the two 
countries would investigate possible cooperation in trade, indust- 
rial development and tourism. He said South Africans could now 
travel to Hungary “without any problem.’ ’ 

Colombian kidnapped by drug cartel 

BOGOTA,. Colombia (AP) — A spokesman for Colombia’s 
secret police has blamed the Medellin drug cartel for the 
kidnapping last mouth of the son of President Virgilio Barco’s 
closest adviser. The spokesman, Maj. Alberto Gomez, confirmed 
that a group of men abducted Alvaro Diego Montoya as he was 
leaving the northern Bogota offices of his finan cial firm on Dec. 
20. “Evidence indicates that the Medellin cartel is behind the 
kidnapping,” Gomez said in a telephone interview. He said he 
could not give details ance authorities were still investigating. The 
kidnap victim is the son of German Montoya, Barco’s secretary 
general and his closest adviser. Two Bogota newspapers, El 
TLempo and La Prensa, both citing sources at the presidential 
palace, reported that the cartel's leader, Pablo Escobar, ordered 
the abduction in retaliation for the government’s anti- dr ug 
offensive, which began after traffickers assassinated a 
presidential candidate on Aug. 18. A spokeswoman for the 
investigative unit of the national police confirmed by teluphmw 
that pol ice be lieved Escobar had ordered the kidnap ping- She 
gave do further details and asked not to be identified. ETnempo 


said Thursday that in the last thr ee weeks, the cartel 
kidnapped a total of 18 people, many of them belonging to 
Colombia’s richest fiumlig* 

China frees 3 jailed students 

PEKING ( AP) — The government has released three Peking 
college students Jailed tor taking part in the pro-democracy 
movement, and Chinese sources said Friday that other ac tivists 
also have been .released recently. However, they cautioned that 
tiw releases did not mean a softening of Chinese leaders* 
opposition to democratic r efo rm . They said »diftmnai aJifc-ry 
were brought into Peking after the Romanian democratic u prising 
in late December prompted attempts to protest and flfcgalwaS 
posters on several Peking campuses. Most soldiers now remain 
made walled co m po u nds in the city and military bases in the 
suburbs, and the increased presence could not be detected. 


Pakistan train disaster 
death toll reaches 307 


SANGI, Pakistan (AP) — Police 
issued arrest warrants for three 
employees of a rural train station 
in comtectin with Pakistan’s worst 
rail disaster, which killed at least 
307 people, officials said Friday. 

Railway spokesmen said an im- 
properly-set switch apparently 
sent the crowded passenger train 
hurtling into a parked freight 
train early Thursday near the 
south eastern dty of Sukkur. 

“We cannot rule out sabotage 
or a cons pi racy,” said Minister 
for Railways Zafar Leghari, who 
visited the aeddent scene at Sangi 
village, 360 kilometres north of 
the pent dty of Karachi. 

He said tie based his suspicion 
on the disappearance of the Sangi 
station manager and two switch- 
men immediately after the acci- 
dent. Police have issued warrants 
for their arrest 

Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto 
toured hospitals in the nearby 


dty of Sukkur and declared a 
“national tragedy.” 

She said she had ordered dual 
investigations, by the judiciary 
and .Pakistan Railways. 

Army troops cordoned off piles 
of twisted and mangfad steel as 
about 1,000 rescue workers spent 
a second day catting through 
crashed passenger cars in search 
of bodies or' surviv o rs. 

Rescue officials said at least 
307 bodies had been recovered 
and that they had counted at least 
340 injured people. 

Dr. Gulzar Ahmad Sheikh, a 
surgeon in Sukkur district, esti- 
mated tiie number of people tre- 
ated since the accident at about 
700. He said many victims were 
treated and released at first aid 
stations. 

Railway officials said there 
appeared to be more bodies stiD 
trapped in the first three cars of 
the wreck. 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania's 
new leaders, trying to win the 
trust of a sceptical population, 
have granted an amnesty to poli- 
tical prisoners and vowed to press 
on with tiie first free elections for 
four decades in April. 

The National Salvation Font, 
which took power after Commun- 
ist dictator Nicolae Ceausescu 
was overthrown on Dec. 22, also 
said the Soviet Union had prom- 
ised to help rebuild the shattered 
economy and supply afl and gas 
to help overcome winter 
hardships. 

The front issued a decree 
Thursday evening giving amnesty 
to all political prisoners sent- 
enced after 1947. The pardon will 
also cover prisoners sentenced to 
a maxim um of three years for 
crimes committed before Dec. 22 
except murder, rape, robbery, 
bribery and attempts to escape. 

The front said the Communist 
■Party of Ceausescu, executed 
with his wife Elena on Christmas 
Day, was ‘terminated” and said 
the front’s members woud cam- 
paign in the elections. 

Many Romanians fear April is 
too soon to hold elections in a 
country where most of the 23 
mutton people have never voted 
in a multi-party poll in their lives. 

But in an effort to allay suspi- 
cions that old faces associated 
noth tiae Ceausescu regime could 
reappear in the revolutionary 


leadership, front executive com- 
mittee spokesman Sflvin Brucan 
told a news conference: 

“The Communist Party was 
never part of the revolutionary 
process. It never dissociated itself 
from the dictatorship, in tiie 
minds of the people it is inescap- 
ably associated with it, and that is 
why it is. finished, terminated.” 


Brucan, himself a former party 
member, said the front would not 
form itself into a party but would 
field candidates in the April elec- 
tions. 

The discredited Communist 
Party has called Ah' a special 
congress to disband itself but 
Brncan said: “We would greatly 
welcome them taking part in the 


He also denied reports that 
members of the front had con- 
fer months to topple 
saying they were 


roiied 

(jeans 


“bom of the 100 per cent spon- 
taneous uprising of Dec. 22.” 
Western diplomats said it 
woud have been virtually im- 
possible for any major consp ir acy 
to be mounted in the “big 
brother” police state run by 
Ceansescu’s dreaded Secnxitate 
secret police forces. 

Romania is preparing for its 
highest-ranking foreign gnest 
since the revolution, Soviet Fore- 
ign Minister Eduard Shevard- 
nadze, who is due to arrive 
Saturday. 


“We have promises from the 
top level (in the Soviet Union) 
that we shall receive help and 
energy, both crude and gas,” 
Brucan said. 

“This is bow we shall be able to 
overcome the hardships of this 
winter and be able to supply 
power and heat in villages and 
cities.” 

Ceansescu’s madcap drive to 
conserve emgy left his people 
shivering through winters in unlit 
and poorly heated homes. 

The deposed dictator liked to 
portray himself as the East Bloc’s 
only independent-minded politi- 
cian, frequently defying the 
Kremlin on foreign policy. The 
stance earned him kudos in the 
West bat drilled his relations with 
Moscow. 

Brncan played down sugges- 
tions that Shevardnadze’s visit 
could be marred by differences 
over Romania’s former territory 
of Bessarabia, annexed by the 
Soviet Union under a secret deal 
with Hitler during World War IL 

“For the National Salvation 
Front there is no problem of 
Bessarabia,” Brucan said. 

He said the security situation in 
Romania was . under control fol- 
lowing days of heavy fi ghting in 
which several thousand people 
were killed after Ceausescu was 
overthrown. Bat heavily aimed 
paratroopers guarded hnn at his 
new conference. 


Bulgarian Communists hint at new purge of hardliners 


SOFIA (R) — Bulgaria’s new 

Cnrnmnmst leadership has hinted 
at a purge of hardliners who 
survived a round of expulsions 
after the over t h row of former 
party leader Todor Zhivkov. 

“A good broom will dean not 
only the centre but tiw lower 
floors of the party. Theparty has 
to be cleansed of all discredited 
functionaries,” government 
spokesman Ivan Angelov told re- 
porters Thursday. 

Speaking after talks with mem- 
bers of unofficial opposition 
groups which have nourished 


since Zhivkov’s removal on Nov. 
10, he said tiw shake-up of tiw 
party would take place before tiw 
|&rty congress scheduled for Jan. 

Under new Ganmumst Party 
leader Petar Mladenov, Zhivkov 
was expelled from the party along 
with ms son Vladimir and hfifleo 
Balev, both former pofifburo 
members. Mladenov p r o moted 
young refor mi sts to foil potitburo 
membership. 

Other victims of tiw purge 
were the u np opular famiw In- 
terior Minister General Georgi 


Taney, blamed by the opposition 
for an October police attack on 
tiw unofficial group Eco-Glas- 
nost. 


Angelov gave no 
who would be toppled under the 
new purge. 

But a Western diplomat in 
Sofia said one unconfirmed re- 
port suggested up to 75 per cent 
of the pottcy-makiiig Central 
Committee would go by the end 
of the month. 

The Communist Party voted 
itself out of power on Dec. 15 and 


tiw National Assembly is 
peeled to scrap a danse in tiw 
constitution which guaranteed 
tiw Communists a monopoly for 
four decades. 

Mladenov has called for free 
multi-party elections by June and 
has spoken of readiness .to share 
power with the opposition. 

But the Union of Democratic 
Forces (UDF), the umbrella 
organisation loosely gro u ping 11 
independent opposition groups, 
has-said it refuses to share power 
with “discredited totalitarian 
structures.” 


The two sides agreed during 
preliminary talks Wednesday an 
agenda for formal talks to begin 
between Jan. 16 and 24. 

They said in a joint statement 
they agreed to discuss a new 
political system, a refor m of tiw 
judicial system mchiding new 
electoral laws and socio-econo- 
mic problems. 

Among the demands put for- 
ward by the UDF was tiw provi- 
sion of suitable premises for the 
opposition, their own new spap er 
and free time cm radio and televi- 


6 E. German parties unite to challenge Communists in polls 


EAST BERLIN (AP) — Six pro- 
democracy opposition groups 
have banded together to create a 
force likely to pose a serious 
threat to the Communist Party in 
national elections set for May. 

Also Thursday, tiw East Ger- 
man News Agency ADN re- 
ported that the security cordon 
imposed around the opulent 
Wandlitz residential compound, 
where ousted Co m m uni st leader 


up to 250,000 participants, 
acco r d in g to some 


the main oppositi on movements 
derided to band together in hopes 
that a united demon drive can 

Communists 1 


at an anti-fascism de m o nstra tion, 
called by tiw Commun i st s in East 
Beilin Wednesday night, sag. 
gested that his Social Democrats 
were m sympathy with the aims of 


right-wing 
Leadei 


removed and teat a team of doc- 
tors will determine whether he 
was fit to be jailed. 

Meanwhile, the East German 
army announced that the compul- 
sory term fra militaxy service was 
being cut from 18 memtes to 12 
months. 

In an a t tempt to protect the 
embattled ideology of sodafom 
in East Germany, the Communist 
Party has positioned itself for the 
May 6 balloting as tiw defender 
of democracy against the designs 
of greedy capitaSsts and a resmg- 
ence of neo-fascism. 

The Co mmuni sts still draw 
more voter sup p or t tfam any 
other single political party, and 
an anti-fasrism tally they spon- 
sored on Wednesday night drew 


“Ifs certainly dear that if we 
don’t work together we will fail 
together,” said Detief Poge of 
New Forum, tiw largest of tiw 
nation's pro-democracy argamza- 
tions with 200,000 me m be rs . 

The coalition joins New Forum 
with the SbcU Democratic Party, 


us of the Democracy 
Now group have advocated a 
gradual reunification with West 
Germany, while New Forum and 
the Social Democrats contend 
Eart,German sovereignty must be 


c racy Now, die Initiative for 
Peace and Human Rights and the 
United Left. 

Steffen Rekfae of the Social 
Democrats announced tee deci- 
sion to form “Election Affiance 
90” during an interview with 
West Berlin television. 

Among tiw reasons cited for 
cooperation a mo ng the groups 
teat to date have espoused 
varying policies was tiw percep- 
tion mat the Co mmuni sts are 
“forcing the opposition into a 
rightist comer. 

Roche said leaflets distributed 



Tiw decree to which Western 
investment should be encouraged 
to ease the eoonomic grins has 
also been a matter of dispute 
among tiw opposition forces, as 
inveraedfic environmental 
des like whether nuclear 
should be relied on instead of 
polluting brown coal fhnt fires 
much of the nation’s isdnstxy. 

In addition to diffe rent political 
views among the gro ups , of 
tee memberships are split inter- 
nally. 

One branch of New Forum 
Plans a founding ctmgrftyy m 
Leipzig on Jam 27, while the 
mam group says it will not take 
on tiw status of a political party 
and has divorced itself from tee 
renegade branch. 


' Reicfae has rejected any asso- 
ciation .of his party with tiw right, 
and said the opposition gro up s 
have grown to realise their only 
chance of overcoming the Com- 
munists as a bloc. 

The Communists wore stripped 
of their constitutional mandate to 
rule on Dec. 1, after hard-liner 
Honecker was ousted by massive 
pro-democracy demonstrations in 
the fall. 

Hut decision by the Commun- 
ist-controlled parliament reduced 
tiw party to the same status as 
other political forces in East Ger- 
many, transferring leadership to 
tiw head of gov ernm ent 
of tee party chief. 

Reformist Premier Hans Mod- 
row is a Communist Party mem- 
ber and enjoys more public trust 
than any other figure in the 
national political scene. But the 
opposition forces contend bis 
gov ern ment Is transitional and 
has limited a ut h o ri ty to dbdde 
bow the nation should proceed 
witn i clonus. 

Bowing to demands of New 
Forum, Modrow earlier this week 
invited tiw political groups repre- 
sented at weekly talks on the 
nation’s future to f o am a commit- 


tee to advise his cabinet. 

New Forum and Democratic 
Awakening have both threatened 
to walk out of the talks, a move 
Modrow fears would be destabi- 
tiang and destructive for the ejec- 
tions. 

The opposition leaders contend 
the QiiBMnnktt have an mifim- 
political advantage while they 
control the government, and 
opinion polls suggest voters have 
relatively strong trust in Mod- 
row’s leadership. 

The newly independent Christ- 
ian Democratic Uni cm drew tiw 
second-strongest support with 
only 7.9 per cent. The Christian 
Democrats had fin* been 

aligned -with and dominated by 
the Communists. But they broke 

■ m mm _ 


ttion 


emphasising their church roots in 
tins predominantly religious na- 
tion. 

Five of the six opposi; 
groups now represented by E 
non Allian c e 90 polled s u p por t in 
tiw latest survey, but together 
they commanded otnfy 14,3 per 
cent of the vote. New Forum was 
tiw most popular with 5J& per 
cent, followed by the Social 
Democrats with 5.4. 


PEKING (R) — The Chinese' 
enjoy the lowest crime, rate on - 
Earth but suffer from high-mra- . 
ty about lawlessness, said a report 
by the Chinese Academy of So- 
cial Sciences released Friday. 
Chinese were more afraiti than 
Americans to walk the streets at . 
night, said the report given at an 
international symposium . on 
urban anthropology and quoted 
by the official New Qrina News " 
Agency. Of 15,000 Chinese sur-. 
veyed, 49 per emit said they 
feared venturing out alone after 
dark, against 38 per cent of 
Americans in a similar poll, $ 
said. China’s overall crime rate 
was a mere six per thousrad 
people, compared with 515 per 
thousand in the United States, 
the report said. Japan had 128 
crimes per thousand and tiie 
Soviet Union 106 per thousand. 
Another report said economic 
crimes since 1984 exceeded vio- 
lent crimes in post-reform China. 
Included among economic crimes 
were embesdement, counterfeit- 
ing, smuggling and tax evasion. It 
listed no figures. The report said 
Chin ese tax dodgers avoided II 
bflSon yuan ($2.3 billion) in tax- 
ese between January and October , 
last year. 
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Soviets begin 
’orbiting : 

perestroika’ 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Soviet Union is cashing in on its 
long lead over tiw United Stales 
in the space station business fay 
selling rides to U-S. and other 
Western cheats for big bucks. 
“Ifs orbitling perestroika,” said 
John Logsdon, an American - 
space expert, referring to Krcm- 
hn duel Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
policy of economic rest r ubt uri ng. 
“The Soviets are aggressively 
marketing the capability, and 
why not?” Logsdon said of tiw 
Soviet space station Mifs ability 
to stay in space for months a l a 
tune. “They’ve got it and nobody 
else has.” Mifs first commercial 
payload, an American phar- 
maceutical experiment, took off 
last month. But the U.S. chal- 
lenge, the space station Freedom, 
is not due to start operations until 
June 1996. U.S. experts attribute 
Moscow’s commercial marketing 
of Mir to a budget squeeze and 
increased need to justify tiw cost 
of the space pro gramm e, includ- 
ing the $11 billion the Soviet 
government claims to have in- 
vested in the space station. 
“They’re saying, ‘we need 
money, you’re businessmen, well- 
sell you anything — if the price is 
■right*,” said Jeff Manber, execu- 
tive director of the Washington- 
based space foundation. “The 
Soviet space prog ramm e now re- 
flects the general desire of the 
nation as a whole to be more 
market-oriented,” he added. 
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